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Media Statement- APPOINTMENT TO THE APEX COURT

to Justice N C Dambuza-Mayosi and Justice K M
Savage as a Judge on their elevation to the
Constitutional Court, with effect from 1 May 2026.

The South African Chapter of the International Association of Women Judges
welcomes the appointment of Justices Nambitha Christabel Dambuza-Mayosi and

Katharine Mary Savage to the Constitutional Court.

This appointment marks a moment of profound significance—not only as a personal
achievement of exceptional merit, integrity, and judicial excellence, but as a collective
milestone in the ongoing advancement of women within the highest echelons of

leadership in the legal profession.

We celebrate this elevation as a powerful affirmation of the principle that the judiciary
is strengthened when it reflects the diversity, experience, and perspectives of the
society it serves. The presence of women at the apex court contributes meaningfully
to the development of jurisprudence that is inclusive, responsive, and transformative.

This achievement stands as both recognition and reminder: recognition of the calibre

and capability of women within our ranks, and reminder of our continued responsibility



to cultivate pathways for women’s advancement, mentorship, and leadership across

all levels of the profession.

As an organisation, we reaffirm our unwavering commitment to:
- supporting the elevation of women to positions of influence and authority;
- advocating for equitable representation within the judiciary; and
- fostering a professional environment in which women’s leadership is not only

exceptional, but expected and sustained.

We extend our heartfelt congratulations and pride to our colleagues on their

appointments.

May their tenure inspire continued progress and serve as a beacon for future

generations of women in law.

Issued by the Publication Committee of the South African Chapter of the
International Association of Women Judges

For further enquiries, please contact Magistrate Audrey Mashigo and/or Judge
Mabaeng Lenyai at AMashigo@justice.gov.za and/or MLenyai@judiciary.org.za
16 April 2026.
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