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Youth Month

Lawrence Ngoveni

OUR ASPIRATIONS AS a nation

lie in the hands of the youth
One of the greatest scholars on the African
continent, Frantz Fanon once said: “Each
generation must, out of relative obscurity,
discover its mission, fulfill it, or betray it”.

of the TRC includes the provision of educational
The youth of 1976 had to deal with oppression and
poor quality of education. Today, young people in South
assistance to children of the identified victims. The
Africa are confronted with different, albeit, weighty
President has approved the regulations to provide for
challenges such as unemployment, cybercrime, trafficking
monetary assistance to TRC identified victims, their
in person, substance abuse, and other forms of inequality.
dependants and relatives in respect of their Basic
It is up to today’s youth to find solutions
Education and Higher Education and Training needs.
to these challenges and contribute in
For the academic year 2016, a total of 665 applications
building a truly democratic society.
were verified and referred to the Department of
Young people carry the aspiration of our country
Basic Education for final processing. The Department
to build a truly non-racial, non-sexiest and prosperous
of Basic Education commenced with payments for
country. As the most dominant population group in the
the 2016 academic year in early March 2016.
country, our youth has the capacity to drive change in
A total of 540 applications were positively verified and
South Africa and lead to the achievements of our vision
referred
to National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS)
as outlined in the National Development Plan (NDP).
for
finalisation.
The NSFAS started making payments for the
Government requires partnerships with all youth formations
2016 academic year in respect
to deal with the challenges that
of tuition fees and allowances
may hinder young people’s
“The children of any nation are its future.
in February 2016 and continues
full participation in the
development of the country.
A country, a movement, a person that does to make such payments.
The maximum amount paid per
These partnerships will
not value its youth and children does not
student for higher education
bolster some of the major
initiatives by government
assistance is to the value of
deserve its future.”
which include creation
R87, 484 per learner and
Oliver Reginald Tambo
of job opportunities,
R48, 405 per learner for
the development of
Basic Education per learner.
legislation to deal with criminality such as trafficking
While contributing to the skills development
in person, more stringent and proactive measures by
programme, the department is also actively seeking
all of society to deal with substance abuse and gendersolutions to remedy some of the social ills that may
based violence and to broaden access to education.
hinder young people’s full and meaningful participation
The Department of Justice and Constitutional
to the economy. Recently, the Prevention and Combating
Development, in particular, is planning to absorb over
of Trafficking in Persons Act came into effect and
1000 young people through its internship and learnership
provides for the imposition of harsher sentence.
programme in the current financial year.
Young people need to lead in dealing with the prevailing
Last year over 800 young people got an opportunity
killing of women and girls. We must all say that enough,
to gain the much needed experience in various fields
every woman’s life matters. It is important that we protect
within the justice spectrum. These programmes ensure
the most vulnerable of our society, especially the children.
that the youth are better equipped to take up critical
As Oliver Reginald Tambo, whose centenary we
roles in society and move our country forward.
celebrate this year, once said: “the children of any nation are
Children of the TRC-identified victims are offered
its future. A country, a movement, a person that does not
opportunities to access education at both basic and
value its youth and children does not deserve its future”.
tertiary institution. One of the recommendations
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quick facts

BUDGET VOTE

Highlights 2017
T o w a r d s A T r a n s f o r m e d A n d A cc e ss i b l e J u st i c e S y st e m Fo r A l l
The Minister of Justice and
Correctional Services,
Adv. Michael Masutha, recently
tabled the annual budget
policy statement for the
Department of Justice and
Constitutional Development
(DoJ&CD) before the National
Assembly under the theme:
“Towards a transformed and
accessible justice system for all”.
The aim of the speech is
to outline the targets and
priorities set by DoJ&CD
for the 2017/18 financial
year, within the allocated
budget of the Department.

Key focus areas of
the Department:
Improving and expanding the services
of the department to the public, and
more specifically, building a justice
system that places victims first and
also one that ensures that our courts
and service points run smoothly.
Transforming the justice sector.
Enriching and growing the country’s
legislative framework.
Fighting crime and corruption.
Contributing towards building social
cohesion and entrenching a culture of
human rights.
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A total budget of R18, 927 billion has been allocated to the
Department for the 2017/18 financial year. This includes the following transfers to:

R3, 684 bn
National Prosecuting
Authority

R6, 277 bn

Court Services

R1, 754 bn

R301, 1 m

Legal Aid
South Africa

Public Protector
South Africa

The Public Protector South
Africa and legal Aid South Africa
on the other hand recorded
annual average growth of 8.6%
and 7.5%, respectively.

R3, 684 bn
South African Human
Rights Commission

The South African Human Rights
Commission (SAHRC) allocation grew from
R153, 5 million in 2016/17 to R193,
7 million in 2019/20, thus recording
an annual average growth of 8.1%.

The higher growth in SAHRC and Public Protector is attributable to additional allocations amounting to
R21, 3 million and R22, 6 million received in 2017/18 and 2018/19, respectively for key positions
in the Public Protector, and R11, 4 million and R12, 1 million received in 2017/18 and 2018/19,
respectively for advocacy field capacitation and xenophobia investigations in the SAHRC.

Sexual Offences Courts
Since August 2013, 58
sexual offences courts
have been established.
The victim-satisfaction
rate with support
services offered at these
courts has increased
from 48% to 69%.
The Department’s
collective efforts together
with the NPA to deal with
the scourge of sexual
offences have taken the
conviction rate in sexual
offences matters to 72%
in the past financial year.
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Maintenance
In 2015, the Maintenance Amendment
Act, 2015 (Act No 9 of 2015) was
signed into law. Through this law,
interim maintenance orders are now
granted by our courts to give children
access to food, while the matter is
still being considered by the court.
Maintenance monies are now being
deposited directly into beneficiary
bank account. 99% of maintenance
payments are made via EFT.
The Department has introduced a new
system called MojaPay. This system
has ensured that 80% of payments are
now being made within four working
days as opposed to the previous manual
system that could take up to a month.

quick facts

Courts under construction
to bring access to justice
closer to the people
Dimbaza Magistrate’s
Court (Eastern Cape).
Mamelodi Magistrate’s
Court (Gauteng).
Port Shepstone
Magistrate’s Office (KZN).
High Court of South
Africa: Mpumalanga.
Plettenburg Bay Magistrate’s
Court (Western Cape).
Plettenburg Bay Magistrate’s Court

Master’s services

The Department has introduced measures to modernise
the justice system in order to improve efficiency and
accountability.

During the financial year 2016/17, we issued 140 331
appointments in deceased estates, of which 135 242
were dealt with within the 15 day timeframe set.

Court Recording Technology (CRT)
Improving access to courts

The DoJ&CD has rolled out the Court Recording
Technology (CRT) to allow for easy and reliable retrieval
of court recordings. This technology will enhance
the management and administration of courts. The
Department has already rolled out to the majority of
courts by the end of the financial year 2016/17.

The rationalisation of magisterial districts to
align with the municipal boundaries has become
effective in Gauteng, North West, Limpopo and
Mpumalanga to ensure that more people are able to
access justice services closer to where they live.
This year, the rationalisation of magisterial districts
will be rolled out in three provinces, Eastern
Cape, KwaZulu Natal and Western Cape.

Audio Visual Remand (AVR)

Small Claims Courts
Transformation
of the Sheriff’s
profession

The Department has continued to
expand its footprint of Small Claims
Courts in the country which allows
for speedy, inexpensive and informal
legal recourse for matters within the
monetary jurisdiction of R15 000.

The Department is investing R14.7m for the
installation of the Audio Visual Remand (AVR)
system to facilitate the postponement of criminal
cases via a high quality audio-visual link
between a correctional centre and a court.

As at the end of February 2017,
there were 268 practising
sheriffs of which
189 were male and
79 were female.

“A sheriff in a South African context is an
impartial and independent official. Sheriffs
are only process servers or, to use a more
befitting name, messengers of the court. We as
sheriffs are part of a process and far removed from
driving it. The presupposition of power that we purportedly wield
is as ludicrous as the mistaken belief that the world is flat.”

To date, 405 Small Claims Courts have
been established throughout the country.

Legal Aid South Africa (LASA)
During the financial year 2017/18, legal
advice services were rendered to over
230 000 people through the call centre.
LASA has expanded its national delivery
footprint to 64 justice centres, 64 satellite
offices, 13 high court units and 13 civil units.
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- South African Board for Sheriffs | www.sheriffs.org.za
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quick facts

bullying homophobia harassment assault vandalism zenophobia
prejudice verbal abuse racism classism discrimination
ethnicity gender identity colour disabilism
discrimination sexual orientation so u th a f r i ca

hobia homophobia harassment assault prejudice bullying ethnicity
use classism discrimination discrimination sexual orientation racism
gender identity colour disabilism

New Bills in Parliament
• The Traditional Courts Bill: The
Bill aims to affirm the values
of customary law and customs
in the resolution of disputes,
based on restorative justice
and reconciliation and to align
them with the Constitution.
• The Prevention and Combating
of Hate Crimes and Hate Speech
Bill: The Bill creates the offences of
hate crimes and hate speech and
seeks to put in place measures to
prevent and combat these offences.
• The Cybercrimes and Cyber
Security Bill: The Bill is intended
to criminalise cyber-facilitated
offences by means of the offences of
fraud, forgery, uttering and extortion,
which were adapted specifically
for the cyber environment.

Upcoming Bills for tabling in Parliament
during the 2017/18 financial year
• The Lower Courts Bill: This Bill will further regulate the structure
and functioning of the lower courts and will soon replace the
Magistrates’ Court Act, 1944, and the Magistrates’ Act, 1993.
• Magistrates’ Remuneration and Conditions of Employment
Bill: The Bill will regulate the appointment, remuneration and
conditions of service of judicial officers in the lower courts.
• The International Arbitration Bill: The Bill will introduce
a legislative framework that can be used by business to
resolve their international commercial disputes and in terms
of which parties can obtain arbitral awards that are legally
enforceable. It is envisaged that the Bill will contribute to
increased economic growth and investment as well as to build
a positive image of South Africa in the rest of the world.
• The Protected Disclosures Amendment Bill: The Bill is
intended to provide greater protection to persons who
report improprieties or irregularities in the workplace.

Integrated Justice System (IJS)
Transformation of the judiciary
• As at March 2017, there were
244 Judges in active service of
which 87 are women and 114
are African males and females.
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• Working together with the Justice
Crime Prevention and Security
(JCPS) Cluster the Department
is on course to implement the
integrated Justice System (IJS).
The IJS is a government initiative
to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of the South African
Criminal Justice System (CJS).
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Transformation of
the magistracy
• As at 31 March 2017, out
of the total of 1576 active
magistrates, 644 are women
and 619 are Africans
including male and females.

legislation watch

Solly Kganyago

International Arbitration Bill

to boost SA economic fortunes
The Cabinet’s approval of the International
Arbitration Bill on 13 April 2016 marked
the dawn of a new era in arbitration. The
Bill seeks to realise the target set by
National Development Plan (NDP) to expand
trade and investment in our country.

awards under the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign
Arbitral Awards Act or for the enforcement, setting aside
or remittal of an award under the Arbitration Act.
The reforms contained in the Bill will ensure that
the arbitration legislation remains at the forefront
of international arbitration best practices.
“The Bill will stimulate the development of South Africa,
the region and the continent as an arbitration centre and
important role-player in international arbitration. This
will amongst others provide exciting opportunities for
The Bill will ensure that our country is an
alternative venue for parties around the world
African lawyers to develop specialist arbitration skills to be
to resolve their commercial disputes.
able to meet the growing demands,” The Deputy Minister
It has been developed
of Justice and Constitutional
to address the wide
Development John Jeffery said.
divergence of approaches
“The Bill will stimulate the development of
The Bill provides for an
taken in international
appeal
if any of the parties is
South Africa, the region and the continent as
arbitration and to provide
a modern and easily
an arbitration centre and important role-player not satisfied with the outcome
of the arbitration. Article
adapted alternative
in international arbitration.
12 of the Bill states that an
to national regimes.
arbitrator can be challenged
It defines arbitration
as “international”
where there are “justifiable doubts” regarding his or
if the parties involved made an agreement whilst
her independence and impartiality. There has been
operating their business from different States.
an increase in the number of challenges made in the
The Bill intends to repeal the Recognition and
international arbitration. The article sets out the current
Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards Act of
South African standard regarding removal of an arbitrator
1977 and substitute it with a legislation which
on the basis of bias. The other ground for removal which
deals expressly with both the recognition and
is used in some other jurisdictions is “a real danger
enforcement of foreign arbitral awards.
of bias” as opposed to “a reasonable apprehension
It is envisaged that the legislation will be applicable
of bias”, the preferred ground in South Africa.
retrospectively to all international agreements,
As the proposed Bill waits for the President’s
including those that were entered into before or after
the commencement of the legislation. However the Bill
assent, it is expected that it will boost the image and
will not apply to the proceedings for the enforcement of
reputation of South Africa on the global stage.
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Solly Kganyago

Public consultations on

adult prostitution
The trading of sexual services and the question of how the
South African legal system should respond to it has been the
subject of considerable public debate. Now the Government
has officially opened public consultations on how to deal with
the complexities and viewpoints on adult prostitution.

The public consultations emanate from a report titled:
“Sexual Offences: Adult Prostitution” compiled by the South
African Law Reform Commission (SALRC). The report is
aimed at reviewing the fragmented legislative framework
that currently regulates adult prostitution. The statutory
provisions under review are contained in the Sexual
Offences Act 23 of 1957 and the Criminal Law (Sexual
Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act 32 of 2007
(the Sexual Offences Amendment Act) which criminalises
the selling and buying of sexual services and related acts.
There are also various by-laws which directly
or indirectly apply (e.g. certain municipalities
use the “riotous behaviour” or “loitering” bylaws to remove or prosecute sex workers).
The secondary aim of the report is to consider the
need for law reform in relation to adult prostitution and to
identify alternative policy and legislative responses that
might regulate, prevent, deter or reduce prostitution.
Speaking at the release of the report, Justice and
Correctional Services Minister Advocate Michael Masutha
said: “It is important to note that government is not
constitutionally obligated to change the existing law or
to follow a particular model. There are a range of legal

8

responses possible to address prostitution in open and
democratic societies. A change of the law will only be
embarked on if a policy decision has been made and after
that matter has been properly interrogated in Parliament.”

“It is important to note that government
is not constitutionally obligated to
change the existing law or to follow a
particular model. There are a range of legal
responses possible to address prostitution
in open and democratic societies.
He further explained that Cabinet supports the
DOJ&CD’s decision not to make a policy choice at this
point and that the Department will develop a proposal
following public consultations on the report.
The proposal will be in line with the Government’s
constitutional responsibility to promote the values of
human dignity, the achievement of equality and the
advancement of human rights and freedoms. South Africa
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Prostitution in South Africa is driven by a complex interplay of social and economic drivers that
include poverty, inequality and unemployment.

is also obligated to observe several international legal
instruments, including the United Nations Convention
on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination
Against Women, 1979 towards the combating and,
ultimately, eradication of violence against women.
In its research, the SALRC found that prostitution
in South Africa is driven by a complex interplay
of social and economic drivers that include
poverty, inequality and unemployment.
The report indicates that exploitation, particularly
of women, is inherent in prostitution and depends on
contingent external factors related to gender violence,
inequality and poverty; and that such exploitation does not
arise merely in response to the legislative framework.
Therefore, it concludes that changing the legislative
framework could create an extremely dangerous cultural
shift as juxtaposed against the high rate of sexual crimes
that are being committed against women and may
render them even more vulnerable than at present.
The report also notes that the prevalence of
prostitution in our society and the inherent exploitation
associated with it are primarily social phenomena, which
reflect deep-seated economic and sexual inequalities.
This situation is perpetuated by the limitations in
the laws that are supposed to deal with these social
issues. For this reason, the report contains both
legislative and non-legislative recommendations.
The first option which is the Commission’s
preferred option is to retain a totally criminalised legal
framework. This option is coupled with an opportunity
for people in prostitution to divert out of the criminal
justice system so that they can access supportive
resources and systems in order to exit prostitution if they
should choose to do so. The second option favours the
partial criminalisation of adult prostitution. This option
criminalises all role-players engaged in prostitution with
the exception of the person providing the sexual service.
The report is accompanied by two draft amendment
Bills as options which contain the repeal of the Sexual
Offences Act and amendments to the Criminal Law (Sexual
Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act.
“We’re convinced that the legislative proposals
contained in the report and the inputs expected from the

public consultations will help find a lasting solution to the
complexities of Adult prostitution,” Minister Masutha said.
The dates for the public consultations will be
announced on the DoJ&CD website: www.justice.gov.za.
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The Report endorses and builds
on the following non-legislative
recommendations contained in the joint
Women‘s Legal Centre and SWEAT project
The Commission on Gender Equality and the Human
Rights Commission should investigate the human
rights violations that prostitutes experience
The police and the Independent Police Investigative
Directorate should investigate reports of prostitution
related violence and unlawful conduct by officers
The police should establish guidelines for police
conduct when dealing with prostitutes and
instructions should be issued in this regard
Administrative mechanisms for monitoring and responding
to reports of police violence and unlawful conduct
should be developed to help minimise such occurrences,
to enable effective responses, and to ensure that
complainants are protected from further victimisation
The SALRC is convinced that the legislative proposals
contained in the report will go a long way to acknowledging
and ameliorating some of the complex realities faced
by South Africans engaged in prostitution, including
the socio-economic marginalisation of women
and the impact of the HIV/AIDS pandemic.
SALRC has observed that despite mounting public and
official concern about prostitution, South Africa has no clear
strategy for dealing with prostitution, either on a primary and
preventative level or on a secondary and intervention level.
Other non-legislative recommendations are included in
the report for the attention of critical role-players within
government relating to their spheres of responsibility.
Find the report at www.justice.gov.za
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Junior Kotu

Intermediaries

promote
children’s
rights in
court

Helen Ntsoka’s passion for justice has seen her
leave her teaching job after twenty years to serve
the country’s justice system as an Intermediary.

Ms Ntsoka has assisted more than 200 children in
courts within the Pretoria cluster and neighbouring clusters.
She credits her vast teaching experience and her
educational

In her current role as an intermediary, Ntsoka’s role is to
convey evidence-related questions from the prosecution, the
defence or the magistrate to the child witness or witness
with a mental disability in a manner which is sensitive
and understandable to the witness. This can be done by
repeating or rephrasing the question so that it would be

“When children testify
in court, they are further
protected by not testifying
in an open court. This is to
avoid them having to come
into contact with either the
perpetrator or the family
of that perpetrator.

more understandable to the child.

qualifications for
her ability to work
with children in a
sympathetic and
compassionate
manner. “I obtained
a Secondary
Teachers Diploma
at the Transvaal
College of
Education as well
as a Diploma in

Her primary role is to protect the witness against

Child Day Care with Intec College,” she explains.

hostile cross-examination and also to assist the witness to

A witness will only engage with an intermediary

understand the questions posed. “A good intermediary must

during court proceedings in order to protect the child from

be patient with the witness and have a desire to help others,

secondary victimisation and suffering from undue mental

especially the most vulnerable, in order for justice to be

stress. “When children testify in court, they are further

served,” explains Ntsoka.

protected by not testifying in an open court. This is to avoid
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the Department organises an annual debriefing session.
“During these sessions we are taught how to detach
ourselves from whatever that is being presented during trial
that day. So whatever I learn from such sessions I put to
practice and find it helpful,” she says.
About her future plans, Ntsoka mentioned that she would like
to study law. “It was my first career choice back at school and
I now find myself working in the legal fraternity.”

them having to come into contact with either the perpetrator
or the family of that perpetrator.
Therefore the child will testify in a separate room
through CCTV, whereby an intermediary will assist the
witness throughout testimony,” continues Ms Ntsoka.
In order to assist intermediaries to deal with trauma
they experience arising out of the cases that they work on,

How do children testify in court?
A child is any person below the age of eighteen (18) years
A child witness gives evidence in a room separate
from the courtroom. This room is referred to as the
private testifying room and is usually located close to
the main courtroom. It has comfortable chairs where
the child and the intermediary can sit during court
proceedings. Depending on the availability of space, it
may also provide a small sleeping couch for a child to
take a nap when drowsy or tired during testimony.
A video camera or a one-way mirror is installed in
the private testifying room to facilitate communication
between the private testifying room and the main
courtroom while the child is giving evidence.
The intermediary is provided with earphones to
enable him or her to follow the proceedings in
the courtroom. The intermediary will hear the
questions and relay these to the child. The child’s
responses will be captured on the live video link.

Testifying room

The use of intermediary
services is only available:
To children/mentally disabled persons under the
mental or biological age of eighteen (18) years
who would be exposed to undue mental stress or
suffering if they were to testify in an open court.
By adult witnesses in particular
circumstances, for example, when the
adult witness shows signs of trauma.
In order to make use of an intermediary and CCTV/
one-way mirror, it must be proved in court that
the witness will experience more than the normal
stress associated with testifying in an open court.

The child can neither see nor hear the accused
or anyone from the courtroom. The courtroom is
provided with closed circuit television sets or oneway mirrors to enable people in the court to view and
hear the child and the intermediary from the private
testifying room. The video is live, which means that
all role players in the court including members of
the public in the gallery will see and hear the child
and the intermediary as they speak. No videotape
recording is made when the child gives evidence.
The magistrate is able to have a clear and close view of
the child and the intermediary from the private testifying
room through a monitor that is installed on the court
bench. This monitor also allows the magistrate to see
when the child is tired and requires a break or nap.

Children’s waiting room

Justice Today | June 2017
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Dineo Mrali

The fight

against trafficking in
persons continues to
be a priority

“I was tricked to believe that I will find a
better job in Johannesburg, unfortunately
I ended up tied in a room for two weeks
and forced to work as a sex slave,”.
Heart breaking words by Grizelda Grootboom,
a survivor of human trafficking.

At the age of 18, Grizelda was convinced by her friend
that she would find a better job in Johannesburg. As she
was poor and had been abandoned by her family she
then moved to Johannesburg in Yeoville with the hope
for a better life. Upon arrival, she was tied in a room,
and forced to work as a sex slave for two weeks.
Grizelda found herself trapped in prostitution and
was moved from one province to the next around
the country. “I was taught how to strip and started
using drugs, I couldn’t go to the police as I was on
drugs”, she says. Her last straw was when she walked
into a rehabilitation centre in Port Elizabeth and
was later reconciled with her family members.
Currently, Grizelda is an activist against human
trafficking who supports fellow survivors who are

12

undergoing rehabilitation. She is also an author of a
book called Exit, where she shares her story of life
on the streets, prostitution and how she survived.
Trafficking in persons continues to be a global
criminal phenomenon that affects countless
victims in the communities. People are trafficked
for different purposes, such as prostitution, forced
labour and removal of their body parts.
Perpetrators use various methods to lure their
victims. Some of the most common methods include
employment offers: an attractive job is offered far
away from home in another country or province.
The Department of Justice and Constitutional
Development (DoJ&CD), State Law Advisor: Mr Joseph
Mogoshane advises that community members must
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The Prevention and Combating of Trafficking in Persons Act, 2013
(Act No.7 of 2013) emphasises that any person who delivers, recruits,
transports, transfers, harbours, sells exchanges another person
within or across the country by means of threat, harm, fraud,
abduction, kidnapping, abuse of power is guilty of the offence.

Some of the signs that a person
may be a victim of trafficking:
They are often unable to speak
the local language.

Grizelda Grootboom an activist against
human trafficking tells her story.

visit the nearest Department of Labour centres to help
them validate job offers, particularly those outside
the province or the country. “Any suspicious conduct
by prospective employers or their agents must be
reported to the nearest law enforcement agencies”,

They appear to be trapped in their
job or the place they stay.
They may have bruises and other
signs of physical abuse.
They do not have identification documents
(passport, ID, refugee or asylum papers).

says Mogoshane. He also explains that in other cases
perpetrators use force: where one is kidnapped and
taken to another place without his/her permission.
The Constitution clearly states that no one may
be subjected to slavery, servitude or forced labour.
In order to fight the scourge of trafficking in person and
also to give effect to South Africa’s obligation to the
United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Person, especially women and children,
government introduced the Prevention and Combating of
Trafficking in Persons Act, 2013 (Act No.7 of 2013). The
Act aims to deal comprehensively with human trafficking
in all its various forms and in particular provides for the
protection of and assistance to victims of trafficking.
The Act emphasises that any person who
delivers, recruits, transports, transfers, harbours,
sells exchanges another person within or across the
country by means of threat, harm, fraud, abduction,
kidnapping, abuse of power is guilty of the offence.
Persons engaged with trafficking will be liable
on conviction to a severe fine or imprisonment,
including imprisonment for life, or such imprisonment
without the option of a fine or both.
Together with various stakeholders the DoJ&CD
has developed programmes to raise awareness of
the scourge and highlight applicable legislation and

Tips that will help prevent
trafficking in persons:
Be wary of people – both men and women
– who say they have job opportunities that
promise a lot of money in a short space of time.
Teach your children to be careful of adults
who try to befriend them, whether in person,
through cell phone or Internet chat rooms.
Immigration Officers at the Department
of Home Affairs play an important role in
preventing cross-border human trafficking.
Tell your friends and neighbours how to
protect themselves from being trafficked.
Report places where you suspect
trafficked people are kept (for example,
brothels, farms, factories, shebeens) to
the local authorities and the media.
Report people you suspect may be
traffickers to the local authorities.

centres that may be approached for assistance.

Justice Today | June 2017
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COMPETITION

7th National Schools
Moot Court Competition
opens for 2017

It is that time of the year again
when all secondary schools in South
Africa are invited to enter a team
of two learners for the 7th National
Schools Moot Court Competition. The
competition is a partnership between
the University of Pretoria (Faculty of
Law), the Department of Justice and
Constitutional Development (DoJ&CD),
the Department of Basic Education
(DBE), the Foundation for Human Rights
(FHR), and the private law firms Cliffe
Dekker Hofmeyr and Webber Wentzel.

Minister, John Jeffery during the 6th annual South African
National Schools Moot Court competition last year.
Participating teams are provided with the facts of a
fictitious case which involves human rights issues under
the South African Constitution. Teams are expected to
write 2 short essays defending opposite sides of the
case. The teams with the highest scores for their essays
from each province will be invited to argue the case in
an oral round before judges in a real court scenario.
The final oral round is hosted in the Constitutional
Court in Johannesburg. Winners of the final oral
round will receive financial support towards their
first year of study if they choose to study law at
any South African university and are admitted.
With this year’s competition, learners will be expected

The Moot Court Competition was created to empower
and encourage young South Africans, especially those in
Grades 10 and 11 from all provinces, to understand and
relate to human rights concepts, values and principles.
The competition also aims to encourage learners from
previously disadvantaged schools to pursue careers in law.
“It is these young people who will lead meaningful dialogues
on the Constitution and craft legislations and policies that
will guide our country in the future,” said DoJ&CD Deputy
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to write two short essays (two to four pages for each essay)
setting out the opposing sides of the case. The essays
must be received by the organisers by 28 July 2017.
The 8 finalists in the national oral round will stand a chance
to represent South Africa at The Hague in the Netherlands
at the International Moot Competition in January 2018.
For more information on the competition visit:
www.schoolsmoot.co.za or contact: Gift Kgomosotho on
012 420 5883.
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How to participate in the
2017 National Schools
Moot Court Competions

1

Each school must select a team
of two learners, preferably one
male and one female – however
this is only a preference, not a requirement.

2

The competition material
(Hypothetical Fact, Resource
Pack and Competition Rules) as
well as the “Essay Writing Guide” and the
“Oral Pleading Guide” must be downloaded at www.schoolsmoot.co.za.

3

Team members must write two essays. Both essays
must be submitted on or before the submission
deadline (28 July 2017 at 5pm). Teams can email
their essays to: schoolsmoot@up.ac.za.

4

The top ten teams, based on the essay results, will be
invited to participate in the provincial oral rounds that will
take place between 19 August and 2 September 2017.
The four best teams from each province will be selected. These
teams will advance to the national oral rounds in Pretoria/
Johannesburg that will be hosted from 4 to 8 October 2017.
(Please refer to the 2017 Official Rules for rules).

5

The four best teams from each province will compete
against each other through preliminary, quarter final,
semi-final and a final round. The grand final oral round
will be hosted at the Constitutional Court on 8 October 2017.
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Previous winners of the competition
2016: 6th National Schools Moot
Court Competition winners
• Aviwe Vilane & Emihle Majikija Harding High School
• Thembinkosi Msiza & Suprise
Mahlalela - MH Baloyi High School
2015: 5th National Schools Moot
Court Competition winners
• Clara-Marie Macheke and Claire
Rankin - Springfield Convent
Secondary School
(This team also scooped the first
prize at The Hague International Moot
Court competition for high schools.)
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CONSTITUTIONAL EDUCATION

Solly Kganyago

Empowering
young people to know
their rights

OR Tambo Secondary School learners read the Preamble to the Constitution during
the Constitutional Awareness Programme for Learners in Katlehong in March 2017.

As part of promoting the values and culture of human rights in South
Africa, the Department of Justice and Constitutional Development
(DoJ&CD) has undertaken to empower school learners through
its Constitutional Awareness Programme for Learners.

The programme is part of the Department’s constitutional
mandate to advance initiatives that strengthen democracy
through promotion and education of constitutional rights.
Constitutional rights education capacitates citizens to
make informed, autonomous decisions and effectively
participate socially, economically and politically in society.
The programme is a collaborative effort with the
Department of Basic Education (DBE) which is focused
specifically on educating school learners about
human rights as enshrined in the Constitution.
Ms Danaline Franzman, Chief Director: Social Justice
and Participatory Democracy from the DOJ&CD, says
that the programme needs to be seen as a catalyst
to uphold a culture of human rights in the learning
environment and to encourage learners to debate human
rights topics in the process of their school work.
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Learners recite the preamble of our Constitution during the Constitutional
Learner Dialogue at OR Tambo Secondary School in Gauteng.
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In a recent dialogue held under the ambit of
the programme in Potchefstroom in the North
West province, over 150 high school learners
debated the constitutional clauses that regulate
the mandates of the South African Police Services
(SAPS), the National Prosecution Authority (NPA),
the DOJ&CD, as well as the Departments of
Correctional Services) and Social Development.
Learners also gave the programme the thumbsup as they believe that it is very informative.
“As a learner, I received valuable information
that encourages me not to lose hope when
my right is violated. I’ve learnt that I must
speak out,” said Siphozihle Lukhayi from OR
Tambo Secondary School in Katlehong.
Mr Teboho Khoabane, a teacher from East
Bank High School in Alexander who accompanied
High School learners from the North-West province take part
learners to the dialogue, explained that the
in a learner dialogue held in Potchefstroom in April 2017.
interaction enriched the learners understanding
of their constitutional rights and responsibilities.
“The school took a decision to share
the knowledge gained at the dialogue
with the rest of the learners in all
“The school took a decision to share the knowledge
grades. We are using debate forums
gained at the dialogue with the rest of the learners in all
to feature democracy, Constitution
grades. We are using debate forums to feature democracy,
and the role of the youth as
discussion points,” Khoabane said.
Constitution and the role of the youth as discussion points.”
Department of Basic Education
Cluster Manager, Mr Joe Masilela said
the programme is very valuable.
“This collaboration will also serve as a supportive
measure especially to learners taking part in
the Moot Court competition,” Masilela said.
Although the programme is currently
being rolled out in the North-West and
Gauteng provinces, there are plans to
reach all high schools in the country.
The South African Human Rights Commission
(SAHRC) supports the department’s efforts to
raise awareness on Constitutional rights. SAHRC
Commissioner Mohammed Ameermia said the
Department’s national distribution of a slimline,
reader-friendly version of the Constitution to schools
will greatly improve human rights awareness.
To date, the Department distributed over
500 000 copies of the slimline Constitution to
Grade 12 learners since mid-July 2016.
The Constitutional Awareness Programme for
Learners is set to continue until 31 March 2018.

Learners during the Constitutional Learner Dialogue at OR Tambo
Secondary School in Gauteng.
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JUSTICE SERVICE

Matshidiso Pete

Igniting Excellence
in the line of duty
As the month of June is dedicated to the youth, it is important that we
acknowledge young professionals in the public service.

One of these is Ms Josephine Peta (35) a Senior
Legal Administrative Officer at the Office of the
Family Advocate (OFA) in the Department of Justice
and Constitutional Development (DoJ&CD).
On a daily basis, Peta works in the OFA to
protect and promote children’s rights. The OFA
assists parental parties to reach an agreement on
disputes regarding care, contact, guardianship and
maintenance of children through mediation.
Peta, who was born in a township called Seshego
in Limpopo, was raised by her grandmother. At school
she was motivated by her desire to pursue the legal
profession. Hence, immediately after she matriculated,
she enrolled for an LLB at the University of Limpopo.
“I was very dedicated to my studies since my first year
which is why I graduated cum laude,” she says.
Her career journey started when she joined the
High Court of South Africa in 2006 as an attorney and
conveyancer. Some of her duties entailed advising on
criminal and civil litigation, legal proceedings, drawing of

legal documents and advising clients on legal transactions
With the experience gained, she then took the bold step to
establish her own law firm dealing with matters including
property conveyancing, civil and criminal litigation. “Due to
unforeseen circumstances, my law firm collapsed,” she says.
Despite this setback, Peta remained passionate about
a career in the legal profession. In 2014, she joined the
OFA at national office. Some of her daily duties include
providing legal assistance/advice to members of the public,
supervising the research division of the OFA, monitoring
the 26 service points of OFA and developing policies
impacting on the rights and best interests of children.

Senior Legal Admin Officer Ms Josephine Peta takes pride in promoting and protection the best interest of children.
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JUSTICE SERVICE
Get in touch
with The office of
the Family Advocate

The Family Advocate is
employed by the Department
of Justice & Constitutional
Development and renders
its services free of charge

Chief Family Advocate: Adv Petunia Seabi
Tel: 012-357 8022, Fax: 012-357 8043
E-mail: NationalOffice-FA@justice.gov.za
Postal Address: Private Bag
X81 PRETORIA 0001
Physical Address: 329 Pretorius
Street, Momentum Building,
West Tower, Pretoria

WHAT DOES THE FAMILY ADVOCATE DO?

The OFA is designated as the central authority
which assists in both “outgoing” cases (when a child
has been wrongfully taken from South Africa to a
foreign country or retained in a foreign country), as
well as “incoming” cases (when a child has been
wrongfully brought to, or retained in South Africa).
Peta is also part of the team that has managed
to increase the number of contracting States in
terms of the Hague Convention. “Between 1997 and
2015, South Africa was contracted with 36 countries
and we managed to bring 39 more countries on
board. “This in essence entails that South Africa is
now able to assist children in around 75 countries,”
she said. A contracting State is bound to set up an
administrative body known as a Central Authority,
which is mandated to trace a child involved in a
dispute and take steps to secure the child’s return.
She counts as one of the major achievements
a case involving an 18 month old child whose
parents were involved in a court dispute
regarding the father’s contact with the child. She
wrote a memorandum to the presiding judge
on the case and informed him of the negative
effects of the litigation cases on children and
highlighted the importance of the OFA. “The
Judge ruled that the parents undergo parental
education and mediation and that they must
execute a parenting plan. All of these services
are offered by the OFA,” explains Peta.
In terms of her vision for the office, Peta
envisages a transformed and broadened
OFA that deals with every aspect of family
matters such as maintenance, domestic
violence and other family related issues.
As we commemorate Youth Month she
encourages young people to follow their dreams
and work hard to achieve them. “If you have chosen
a certain career path make sure you research
it first, because you don’t want to be stuck in a
wrong career for the rest of your life,” Peta adds.
Despite her busy schedule at the OFA she enjoys
watching football matches with family and friends.

Helps parents draft parental rights and responsibilities
agreements.
Assists parents to draft parenting plans.
Registers parenting plans, and parental rights and responsibilities
agreements.
Amends and terminates parental rights and responsibilities
agreements registered by the Family Advocate.
Amends and terminates parenting plans registered by the Family
Advocate.
Mediates where there is a dispute on whether an unmarried
father of a child has parental rights and responsibilities or not.
Helps in parental guardian child abduction cases.
Monitors court pleadings such as summonses where children
are involved, settlement agreements and any other document
impacting on the best interests of the children.

THE BENEFITS OF ENGAGING THE FAMILY ADVOCATE
In the process of consulting, if the parties reach agreement on
disputed issues the matter does not proceed to trial, thereby
saving legal costs and time.
Parental rights and responsibilities agreements or parenting
plans registered with the Family Advocate have the same legal
effect than those made an order of court.
The Family Advocate can amend or terminate parental rights and
responsibilities agreements registered by the Family Advocate’s
office. This means that the parties do not have to go to court if
they want to amend the agreement when need arise.
Courts or judicial officers are required by law to consider the
report and/or recommendations of the Family Advocate when
making a decision as to what is in the best interest of the minor
child.
Courts will not readily grant a decree of divorce where there
is a dispute regarding minor children without the report or
recommendations of the Family Advocate.
The matter can be resolved speedily without taking the child
through the traumatic experience of going to court.
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JUSTICE SERVICE

Susan Mphuthi

Serving
maintenance
beneficiaries
with passion
The overhaul of the maintenance system to ensure
that rightful beneficiaries receive their monies
in time remains a priority in the Department
of Justice and Constitutional Development
(DoJ&CD). In addition to the modernisation of
the maintenance payment system to ensure
efficiency, the Department has hired maintenance
complaints managers across the country to
improve service delivery to the public. The
complaints managers have a responsibility to
ensure that beneficiaries are treated in line with
the Batho Pele principles and applicable laws.
Recently, the Department appointed Ms Ntombizanele
Vungayi (35) to serve as the National Complaints Manager.
Her day-to-day duties include responding to various
child maintenance complaints and enquiries. “Some of
the enquiries I receive include, difficulty in application
process for maintenance,
while some have problems
in receiving maintenance
monies,” she explains.
Vungayi is not
a stranger to the Child
Maintenance subject as
she has worked for five
years at court level as a
Maintenance Officer. “The
experience I gained as
a Maintenance Officer
always comes in handy
when I have to provide
advice or guidance
to a beneficiary,”
she explains.
Vungayi who
was born in the

Eastern Cape and obtained her LLB degree from Nelson
Mandela Metropolitan University in Port Elizabeth.
As part of educating citizens about the maintenance
system, Vungayi and her team hosts information
sessions. “We also received invitations from different
departments for information sessions on maintenance
and thus far we have visited among others, the
Department of Communications, the Department
of Public Service and Administration and the
Department of Social Development,” she explains.
Vungayi cites as one of her greatest challenges that
some officials disregard the applicable procedures and
choose to create their own ways of handling maintenance
related matters, which frustrates members of the
public. “They can sometimes make you feel that you
are not doing enough to help them. The only way to
overcome those hurdles is to just keep serving them
with a smile and follow procedure,” she explains.
Vungayi is currently studying towards her
LLM (Master’s Degree) in Family Law, majoring
in Child Law and her short dissertation will focus
on the South African maintenance system.
During her spare time, Vungayi enjoys travelling.
“I have only been to Swaziland and Mozambique
outside of South Africa. I am looking forward to
travelling to Thailand in the near future,” she said.

Efforts by the Department to
improve the maintenance system
The Maintenance Amendment Act
• In 2015, the Maintenance Amendment Act was
enacted to intensify the efforts of ensuring that
every child receives the appropriate parental
care, basic nutrition, shelter, basic health care
services, education, and other related support.
• The amendment states that if a person has defaulted
on paying maintenance, their personal details
will be submitted to all credit bureaus. This will
prevent maintenance defaulters from continuing
to receive credit while owing maintenance.

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
• This initiative was introduced to ensure that
all beneficiaries receive maintenance monies
in their bank accounts within 24-48 hours.
• During the 2016/17 financial year a total of R1.6 billion
was paid to 183 000 maintenance beneficiaries through
the EFT systems.

For any enquiries/compliments regarding Maintenance contact
Vungayi Ntombizanele: National Complaints Manager- 012 315 1926 email NVungayi@justice.gov.za
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ACCESS TO JUSTICE

Sibusisiwe Mzila

Plettenberg Bay Court

construction on schedule
Residents of Plettenberg Bay in the Western Cape
only have a few months to wait before they enjoy
the benefits of being served by a fully-fledged
magistrate’s court, which will eliminate the burden of
travelling the 64km journey from Plettenberg Bay to
Knysna to access justice services.
Plettenberg Magistrate’s Court has been made possible
as a result of the fact that Western Cape has the heaviest
case load on its district court rolls. Currently, the province
has 45 000 cases with Gauteng following behind with
36 000 cases.
In ensuring that the construction of the
court is on schedule, Deputy Minister Mr John
Jeffery recently embarked on a site visit and
was satisfied that everything is on track.
“I am happy with the progress; everything seems to
be working according to schedule. Plettenberg Bay had
a periodic court which only dealt with minor crimes and
now it is going to have a fully-fledged court that will enable
members of the public to report any serious crimes,”
he said.
The building will include 10 court rooms, including
two sexual offences courtrooms, four criminal, two
regional and two family courtrooms as well as a civil and

an equality court. Over 30 000 people are
expected to be served by this new court.
It will also feature state-ofthe-art security systems; a secure
accused off-loading area leading to the
courtrooms, offices for magistrates and
prosecutors, child maintenance and
domestic violence facilities, ample public
waiting areas and parking facilities.
In terms of providing greater physical
access to courts to date, the country boasts 763
magistrates’ courts and 13 high courts. Of these courts,
45 new courts were built in the past 20 years,
especially in previously underserviced areas.
The Limpopo High Court commenced operation
during the 2016/17 financial year, being the first
high court for that province. The Mpumalanga High
Court, also the first high court for the province, is
scheduled for completion during this financial year.
Among the new magistrates’ courts that will be
completed this year are Dimbaza (Eastern Cape),
Mamelodi (Gauteng) and the Port Shepstone (KZN).
Over the medium term expenditure framework,
the Department has allocated R6.2 billion for
infrastructure development and maintenance, property
leases, municipal services and accommodation
charges covering all our facilities nationally.
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Below are the courts that are
currently under construction:

mpumalanga high court

1

THE MPUMALANGA HIGH COURT
The Mpumalanga High Court is scheduled for
completion during this financial year. The court
will comprise of Block A and Block B. Block A is the Court
Building comprising of 6 Criminal courts, 10 Civil Courts,
Holding cells, Judge’s Chambers, Deputy Judge President
chamber, library, consulting rooms and cash hall . Block
B is the Administration Block which accommodates the
Family Advocate Offices, State Attorney Offices, NPA Offices,
Masters of the High Court, Legal Aid and Conference rooms.

2

PORT SHEPSTONE MAGISTRATES OFFICE
The new court will offer District Courts; Regional
Courts; Civil Court; Small Claims Court; Equality
Court; Family Court (handling domestic violence, child
maintenance and other family matters) and Administration.
It is anticipated completion date is September 2017.
port shepstone MAGISTRATES office

3

MAMELODI MAGISTRATES OFFICES
This Magistrates Office is situated at 40820
Mamelodi extensions, corner Tsamaya and
Eerste Fabrieke Road. This project is to upgrade from
a branch court to a fully fleshed court. The building
has 1 x High court room; 5 x Regional court rooms
(three sexual offences and two Criminal); 6 x District
Court rooms (criminal Courts); 3 x Family Court rooms
and Administration. The project is 55% complete and
the expected completion date is December 2017.

4

DIMBAZA MAGISTRATE COURT
The Dimbaza Magistrate Court is being upgraded
from a periodical court. The project scope of
Dimbaza Magistrate Court comprises of 1x Regional Court,
2 x District Courts (Criminal), 1x Civil Court, Holding Cells,
Magistrates Offices, consulting rooms, Family Advocates,
Prosecution Offices, Legal Aid, Administration, Cash Hall,
Library and Record rooms. The project is 62 % complete
and anticipated completion date is September 2017.
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mamelodi MAGISTRATES office
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TRUTH AND reconciliation

Solomon Mahlangu

Restoring
the dignity of victims of
apartheid era crimes
Our freedom as a nation did not come cheap. Many people
paid with their lives, or those of their loved ones, for us
to live in a democratic society.
Government has initiated programmes
to restore the dignity of people who were
affected by apartheid era crimes. One
of the ways in which the Department of
Justice and Constitutional Development
(DoJ&CD) restores the dignity of the victims
of apartheid is through the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) higher
education and training bursary assistance
programme through its TRC Unit. The TRC
Unit in the Department was established
to monitor the implementation of the
Commission’s recommendations.
Since 2005, the Department has awarded bursaries to 1

(ANC) and a branch member of the Civic Mooi River
Association. Majola’s parents were killed by four unknown,
armed men at their home in 1991.
Majola’s dream to further his studies was realised
through the educational assistance programme. He
completed his National Diploma in Safety Management
in 2016 and is currently studying towards his Bachelor
of Technology degree in Safety Management through the
University of South Africa. “The South African government
has prioritised infrastructure development and that
requires safety specialists. After studying the needs of the
job market, I saw overwhelming opportunities in Safety
Management,” he explained.
As a proud recipient of the TRC educational bursary,
Majola believes that his studies will enable him to

204 qualifying beneficiaries. One of the beneficiaries of the

pursue job opportunities, especially as none of his family

educational assistance programme is Duncan Bonginkosi

members as employed. “Higher education is expensive

Majola who grew up in Bruntville in KwaZulu-Natal and had

and without this intervention my future would have been

a dream of studying towards a National Diploma in Safety

bleak. The bursary has ensured that I receive books and

Management.

accommodation,” he said.

Majola is the first born son of the late Derrick and Mavis

This year, the TRC Unit received and processed 754

Majola who were identified during the TRC as victims. His

applications for basic education and 450 higher education

father was a former leader of the African National Congress

and training assistance.
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TRUTH AND reconciliation

Call for applications: 2018 education assistance
for the TRC-identified victims
The Department of Justice and Constitutional Development calls on TRC-identified victims that were
declared as such by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to apply for assistance with tuition fees for
basic and higher education and training.

Who qualifies for assistance?

Vulnerable Households

A person declared a victim by the Truth and Reconciliation

A vulnerable household is a household consisting
of four (4) or more members where:

Commission (TRC); and/or their dependents or relatives.

•

A dependent includes any person to whom the TRCidentified victim has or had a legal or customary duty to
support, which would include children, grandchildren and
the spouse of the identified victim.

•
•
•

What about the relatives?
Relatives qualify if the person fits into any of the following
categories:
A parent, or someone who exercises/exercised parental
responsibility over a victim.
A person married to a victim under any law, 		
custom or belief.
A child of a victim, whether born in or out of
wedlock or was legally adopted.

Basic education assistance

•

the majority of members are over the age of
65 years.
the majority of members are receiving social
assistance.
one member is physically or mentally disabled.
one member is under 18 years of age and has
to work.
only one of the members is working.

Renewal of assistance

Students/learners who received assistance for the 2017 academic
year must re-apply for the 2018 academic year. Academic results
for 2017 must be attached to the application.

Closing date for applications is
30 September 2017

The applicant must be a member of a household which
earns less than R153 965-00 gross income per year.

Application forms are available at courts, regional offices
and the national office, as well as at www.justice.gov.za.

or

Application forms must be returned to the following contact
person/addresses:

The applicant must be a member of a vulnerable household.

Higher education and training
assistance
The applicant must be a member of a household which
earns less than R198 000-00 gross income per year.
or
The applicant must be a member of a vulnerable
household (See criteria for vulnerable households).

Ngwako Ramphadi
Tel no: 012-315 1940
Fax no: 086 476 3777
E-mail: TRCeducation@justice.gov.za
By registered post to:
The Head: TRC Unit
The Department of Justice and Constitutional Development
Private Bag X81
Pretoria, 0001

Department of Justice & Constitutional Development Private Bag X81 Pretoria 0001
dojcd_ZA dojcd dojcd
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“We chose to launch
this court on this day
as a way of showing our
commitment to establish
a society where all
families can freely enjoy
the democratic values of
human dignity, equality
and freedom from any
form of violence.”

DG assesses service delivery at
Mpumalanga courts

Thembalethu
Sexual
Offences
Court
launched
As International
Day of Families

was celebrated on 25 May under the theme: “Families,
education and well-being”, the Department of Justice
and Constitutional Development (DoJ&CD) officially
launched the Thembalethu Sexual Offences Court in
George in the Western Cape. The launch of the Sexual
Offences Court aimed at raising awareness of the various
support services for victims of sexual violence.
“We chose to launch this court on this day as a
way of showing our commitment to establish a society
where all families can freely enjoy the democratic
values of human dignity, equality and freedom from any
form of violence,” explained Deputy Minister of Justice
and Constitutional Development, Mr John Jeffery.
Sexual Offences Courts provides specialised victimsupport services to prioritise victims of sexual offences
and to improve the turnaround time of conviction
rates. To date, the Department has established 59 new
model Sexual Offences Courts since August 2013.
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“These visits continuously assist in our
assessment on what is taking place at
the coalface of service delivery whilst we
seek solutions on how we can improve our
services even much better.”
In his ongoing effort to ensure that the
Department’s service is up to standard, DirectorGeneral, Mr Vusi Madonsela recently embarked
on unannounced visits to five courts in the
Mpumalanga region.
The visits afforded the DG and the
Department’s executive management an
opportunity to assess services delivery at the
Tonga, White River, Nelspruit, Barberton and
Carolina Magistrates’ Courts in Mpumalanga.
“These visits continuously assist in our
assessment on what is taking place at the
coalface of service delivery whilst we seek
solutions on how we can improve our services
even much better,” said Mr Madonsela.
Mr Madonsela, who gave advice and
suggestions on how to use the available resources
sparingly given the economic situation, said
officials should not view the unannounced visit
as a mission to criticise but emphasised: “We
are here to listen and witness how services
are rendered, hear your successes and
challenges and where we can advise in terms of
improvements.”
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FEMICIDE
Empowering young girls
through information
Young girl learners recently left the
DoJ&CD’s Pretoria offices excited about
the future and the opportunities that lie

w

before them. Lesego Rapetsoa, a Grade
Guidelines on the use and
application of the NATIONAL

ENOUGH! EVERY WOMAN’S LIFE MATTERS.
DEVELOPMENT PLAN
2030 logo

12 learner from Phelindaba Secondary
School, in Pretoria, said she is now more
convinced that she wants to pursue a
career in law after completing matric.
Lesego was among 30 girl learners
who were part of this year’s Cell C Take a
Girl Child to Work Campaign that took place

Guidelines on the use and application of NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2030 logo

at the national office on 25 May 2017. The

01

annual campaign, done in partnership with

Officials mobilise to say
“No” to Femicide

Cell C, aims to provide an opportunity for girl
learners to gain exposure in the world of work,

getting first-hand experience of opportunities
An emotional gathering saw officials from the
available for them in the workplace.
DoJ&CD National Office observing a moment of
This year girls from Phelindaba Secondary
silence and acknowledging the painful death of
School, Pretoria High School for Girls and
women and children, following a spate of violent
Kgadime Matsepe Secondary School spent the
attacks and cases of femicide that have increasingly
day at the DoJ&CD learning about the available
been reported since January this year.
work opportunities within the Department.
Officials came in numbers, wearing orange
outfits and scarfs, representing hope and brighter
future for South African women and children. The
gathering was held under the theme: “Leave no one behind: end violence against women and children.”
Addressing more than 500 officials, Advocate Praise Kambula, Chief Director: Protection of the
Rights of Vulnerable Groups left many officials in disbelief when she read out recent statistics of
young women and children who have been murdered mercilessly since January 2017.
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The Minister of Justice
and Correctional Services
Michael Masutha (Adv), Mp

The Deputy Minister for Justice
and Constitutional Development
Mr John Jeffery, MP

The Department of Justice and
Constitutional Development
Director-General Mr Vusumuzi Madonsela

PRETORIA

PRETORIA

PRETORIA

Private Bag X276, Pretoria, 0001
SALU Building, 28th Floor,
316 Thabo Sehume Street, Pretoria
(c/o Thabo Sehume and Francis Baard
Streets)

Private Bag X395, Pretoria, 0001
SALU Building, 26th Floor,
316 Thabo Sehume Street , Pretoria
(c/o Thabo Sehume and Francis Baard
Streets)

SALU Building,
316 Thabo Sehume Street , Pretoria
(c/o Thabo Sehume and Francis Baard
Streets)

*Andries Street was renamed Thabo
Sehume Street and Schoeman Street
was renamed Francis Baard Street by
Tshwane Council in March 2012.

*Andries Street was renamed Thabo
Sehume Street and Schoeman Street
was renamed Francis Baard Street by
Tshwane Council in March 2012.

Tel: 012-406 4656
Fax: 012-406 4680 / 086 507 5765
E-mail: Ministry@justice.gov.za

Tel: 012-406 4854
Fax: 012-406 4878
E-mail: deputyminister@justice.gov.za

*Andries Street was renamed Thabo
Sehume Street and Schoeman Street was
renamed Francis Baard Street by Tshwane
Council in March 2012.
Tel: 012-406 4718
Fax: 012-406 4703
E-mail: VusiMadonsela@justice.gov.za
Momentum Building
Private Bag X81, Pretoria, 0001
329 Pretorius Street, Pretoria

CAPE TOWN

CAPE TOWN

Private Bag X256, Cape Town, 8000
120 Plein Street, Cape Town

Private Bag X9135, Cape Town, 8000
Room 541, 120 Plein Street, Cape Town

Tel: 021-467 1708
Fax: 021-467 1730

Tel: 021-467 1750
Fax: 021-467 1732

Tel: 012-315 1111

Regional offices
Eastern Cape
Tel: 043-702 7006
Fax: 043-722 5525
No 3 Phillip Frame Road, Weaverly
Park, Chiselhurst,
East London, 5201

Northern Cape
Tel: 053-839 0000
Fax: 053-832 6815
Cnr Stead & Knight Streets,
New Public Building,
Kimberley, 8301

Free State
Tel: 051-407 1800
Fax: 051-448 4458
71 Maitland Street, Bloemfontein, 9301

North West
Tel: 018 - 397 7000
Fax: 018 - 384 3406
22 Molopo Road, Ayob Building,
Mafikeng 2745

Gauteng
Tel: 011-332 9000
Fax: 011-331 0425
15th & 16th Floor, Schreina Chambers,
Commissioner Street,
Johannesburg, 2001
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KwaZulu-Natal
Tel: 031-372 3000 / 3007
Fax: 031-304 9213
2 Devonshire Place, Smith Street,
Durban, 4001
Limpopo
Tel: 015-297 5577
Fax: 015-297 5570
92 Bok Street, Polokwane, 0700
Mpumalanga
Tel: 013-753 9300
Fax: 013-752 2666
24 Brown Street, Nelspruit, 1200

Western Cape
Tel: 021-462 5471 / 5479
Fax: 021-462 3135
Plein Park Building, Plein Street,
Cape Town, 8001
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