
Justice Today  |  March 2016  13

mEssagE from thE dEputy ministErconstitutional Education

Local learners Clara-Marie Macheke and Claire Rankin from 
Springfield Convent School in the Western Cape did South Africa 
proud by scooping a gold at the international School Moot Court 
Competition held at The Hague in the Netherlands recently. 
 
The South African national Schools Moot Court 
Competition is an annual moot court competition 
established in 2011 aimed at creating greater 
consciousness and understanding in South African 
schools and communities about the Constitution 

and the values embodied by it through the active 
participation of learners in a moot court competition. 
it is an initiative of the Departments of Basic education 
and of Justice and Constitutional Development, as 
well as the University of Pretoria. 

SA learners win the 
global Moot Court 
Competition 

Mokgethwa Ngoepe

Learners Shandre Smit, Clara-Marie Macheke and Claire Rankin put their young legal minds to the test at the International School Moot 
Court Competition
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 Based on their knowledge of the Constitution, 
human rights and law, the South African team 
competed against pupils from the United States of 
America (USA), the Netherlands, Poland, Russia, 
Venezuela, Argentina, Bulgaria, China, Germany, 
Mongolia, Romania and Sweden. The competition was 
hosted by the Justice Resource Centre in New York 
and The Hague Municipality’s Department of Education 
from 18 to 22 January 2016.

 During an interview with Justice Today, Clara-Marie 
expressed her excitement when flying to the United 
Kingdom (UK) for the first time to represent South 
Africa for the competition. “It was such an amazing 
experience to compete with the best and win.  
 The students from the USA were very intimidating 
and confident; they were certain that they will take 
first place, but to their surprise, they lost,” she said. 
“Although we were the underdogs, we surprised many 
from the so-called ‘recognised’ and ‘well-achieved’ 

countries when we were announced as winners.”
 Western Cape Regional Head, Advocate Hishaam 
Mohamed who saw the girls through the provincial 
rounds of the competition last year, lauded the pupils. 
“The department is ecstatic and very proud of the 
pupils who have excelled against the best in the world. 
Clara-Marie and Claire have done exceptionally well,” 
said Advocate Mohamed. 
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Although we were the underdogs, we surprised many from 
the so-called ‘recognised’ and ‘well achieved’ countries 
when we were announced as winners.

Team South Africa did us proud by winning first place at the International Moot Court Competition

The winners were honoured at a breakfast, hosted by Western Cape Regional Head: Adv Hishaam Mohamed


