
 

A Chronological order of the notes for the incident 

13 MONDAY 2012  

Time  Incidents 

08 :30 General Mpembe arrived at the Lonmin Mine and he was informed 

that there are people on strike (illegally), but they are rock drillers. 

The general was accompanied by about  seventy to eight members 

from the specialized units i.e. National Intervention Unit,  Crime 

Combating Unit and TRT  About 2 to 3 hundred people found and he 

was briefed by the Security Mine Manager that amongst the illegal 

gatherer some were community members.  

On their way to address the illegal gatherers they met with three man 

and they stopped and searched them. They found them in possession 

of dangerous weapon, of which two of them were firearms and one of 

them was in possession of a knobkerrie, the firearms were taken 

Marikana police station for circulation and it was observed that they 

were licensed.  

After completing a searching process of the three men, The SAPS 

members advanced to the first group of the strikers for negotiations, 

the strikers were informed by General Mpembe that SAPS is not 

fighting them, is there for preservation of law and order.   

Amongst others the strikers were informed that the gathering was 

illegal and further that it is an offence to be in possession of 

dangerous weapons and they were asked to surrender the dangerous 

weapon they refused.  

The strikers informed the General that they are not fighting with the 

police and they wanted to go to the Koppie to meet with other 

workers, they further stated that they want the Lonmin Management 

(Umlungu) to attend to their demands and they will surrender the 

dangerous weapon.  

They said they did not understand General, and Gen asked Hendry 

Blou to arrange for an interpreter. The mine management is not 

prepared to provide with an interpreter. 



 

The General warn them that by counts of ten they will be forced to 

surrender the dangerous weapon, they did not listen to the General 

and the decided to take the other direction leading towards the 

nearby settlement. They were followed towards the settlement.  

General Mpembe gave instruction to corner the strikers in order to 

disarm and arrest them. After the instruction of cornering them was 

announced the police ran after the strikers and the strikers increased 

their walking pace towards the nearby settlement.   While there 

someone from the members who were ran after the mob gave an 

instruction, “gas, granite” Captain Thupe heard WO Kuhn confirming 

whether he clearly heard the instruction? After confiming that, then 

he used the teargas (CS) with an attempt to disperse the mob.  

14:24  During the process Lt Col Vermaak of Provincial Air wing 

stated that when he realized that the police were brutally attacked and 

severely injured, he started to use stunt granite and teargas from the 

chopper.   

On the day in question two members were killed of which one of them 

died instantly and the other one died mine clinic.  The third member 

was severely injured and taken to the mine clinic with a chopper and 

latter transferred to Ferncrest hospital.  Four firearms were robbed 

from the SAPS members of which two of them were pistols, one R5 

rifle and a Shotgun, a police two way radio was also taken by the 

strikers.  

The TRT members followed the four (4) strikers who hacked the 

police members, and the other striker was injured. The policemen 

chased the three (3) strikers whom one of them took the R5 from the 

deceased police man. The striker who had the R5 tried to shot the 

policemen unfortunately he couldn’t meanwhile the one striker with 

the pistol was busy shooting at the policemen.    

 

    

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


