
STF GROUND FORCES MARIKANA 

TUESDAY 2012-08-14 

34 Members 

4 Snipers in Observation Post   In place at 08:00 

8 Members - Reaction Team in support of observation team at FHA 1. 

10 Members – Reaction team with Casspir at FHA 1 

Casspir team and Scorpion team providing protection to crime scene specialists at 
murder scene South of Koppie. 

 

WEDNESDAY 2012-08-15 

33 Members 

4 Snipers in Observation Post   In place at 08:00 

7 Members - Reaction Team FHA 1. 

10 Members standby with Casspir at FHA 1. 

12 Members – Reaction team Standby with Oryx. 

8 members of Oryx team escorting Union representatives with two vito’s to crowd at 
Koppi. 

 

THURSDAY 2012-08-16 

22 Members  

2 Sniper teams (4 members) placed strategically on rooftop of Nyalas to gather information 
from crowd, wrt attitude of the crowd, weapons, firearms, rituals etc. 

2 members (observation team) On a tower at the Melting plant in order to give information 
on the bigger terrain. 

7 members Reaction team- Scorpion FHA 1 (Phase 2) To respond to any High risk situation 
as determined by the Operational Commander and to form searching line with NIU 
members if protesters run up the Koppies in hiding. 

9 members Reaction team- Casspir FHA 1 (Phase 2) To respond to any High risk situation as 
determined by the Operational Commander and to form searching line with NIU members if 
protesters run up the Koppies in hiding. 

Reaction teams ended up assisting Nyala Push back line.  



 

 

 

FORCE COMPOSITION: 2012-08-16 

1 Observation team: - On tower at melting station 

1. 0469234-9 Capt Glover  R5 & Pistol Cell: 082 782 6764 

2. 0536672-1 W/O Dlamini A R5 & Pistol 

 

2 Sniper team 1: - On top of Nyala with Group 1 

1. 0439544-1 W/O Le Roux Accuracy Sniper Rifle, R1 & Pistol Cell: 082 782 6855 

2. 0461613-8 W/O  Pretorius R5 & Pistol   

 

3 Sniper team 2: - On top of Nyala with Group 1 

1. 0455804-5 W/O Nel  Accuracy Sniper Rifle Cell: 082 782 6570 

2. 2040355-1 W/O Mdletshe R5 & Pistol 

 

4 Reaction team 1: - Casspir: Enforcing the Nyala Push-back line. 

1. 0464650-9 Lt Col Gaffley  R1 & Pistol  Cell: 082 782 6408 

2. 7009783-6 W/O Kweyama MP5 & Pistol 

3. 7070936-0 W/O Madela R1 & Pistol 

4. 7038425-8 W/O Barties  R5 & Pistol 

5. 7056913-4 W/O Mbobo  R5 & Pistol 

6. 7022048-4 W/O Ntombela R1  

7. 7073132-2 W/O Dlamini MT R5 & Pistol  

8. 7067449-3 W/O Thabete R5 & Pistol  

9. 7037032-0 Cst Buthelezi R1 & Pistol  

 

5 Reaction team 2: - Scorpion: Flanking from the Northern side- enforcing Push-back action. 



1. 0513680-6 Lt Ntombela R5 & Pistol Cell: 082 782 6733 

2. 7018754-1 W/O Cele  R5 & Pistol 

3. 7052691-5 W/O Bekwa  R5 & Pistol 

4. 7052596-0 W/O Dludlu  R5 & Pistol 

5. 7151546-1 Cst Hlongwa R5 & Pistol 

6. 7062690-1 Cst  Cebekhulu R5 & Pistol 

7. 7052206-5 Cst Alexander R5 & Pistol 

  

Sequence of events: 

1. Observation team move into position. 

2. Sniper teams depart with group 1 and take up positions overlooking the crowd. 

3. Reaction team 1 and 2 depart with rest of forces for FHA1 and from there move to 
FSA according to planning for phase 2 on the Southern side of the Power Station. 

4. Reaction teams move closer to the Koppi and take up positions: the STF was 
requested by Brig Calitz to form part of the Push- Back action with, especially the 
Casspir. 

- At this stage the POP were busy deploying barbed wire from South to North and 
it was clear that the crowd are becoming edgy. The crowd started moving away 
from the Kopi and moving towards the direction of the Police. 

-  It seemed like the protesters in the front, who were heavily armed were going to 
break through the Police line, as they were now running towards the Police and it 
was at this stage that the POP engaged the crowd with tear smoke, stun 
grenades and rubber rounds. 

- Team 1 took up position on left hand side of Nyalas for Push-back and started 
pushing the crowd backwards, while being thrown at with rocks. As team 1 
approaches the first Kopi, it seemed like a big group of the armed protesters are 
heading for the Larger Kopi on the Southern side 

- Team 1 broke the line and speeded towards the Kopi to form a barrier between 
the crowd and the higher Koppi to prevent them from taking up a more 
advantaged position tactically. This worked perfectly as the whole group moved 
away from the Kopi. 

- Team 2 took up position behind the TRT line that was on foot and approached by 
vehicle up until scene 2, where they joined team 1. 

- While moving forward, team 1 stayed in close proximity of the Water cannon 
until where the Water cannon could not proceed any further at the furthers  Kopi 



on the Western side. Team 1 provided protection to the Water cannon, while the 
latter tried to disperse the crowd with water.  

- Team 1 proceeded until right at the Kopi where the Casspir was unable to move 
any further due to the terrain.  

- Team 1 held the line here, awaiting re-enforcement to sweep the bushes at the 
Kopi. I the meantime the members applied verbal judo in an attempt to get the 
armed protesters to lay down their weapons. 

- At this stage heavy gunfire broke out from all different directions, but it was 
unclear whether the firing came from the bushes where the protesters were in 
hiding or not. However, no gunshots were fired at the Casspir, also Different 
Police units approached the area from different directions. 

- Team2 joins team 1 and combined search with NIU and TRT is conducted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


