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[MEDIA BRIEFING ON 16 JULY 2012] 1 

          [FILE VB00001-20120716-1958] 2 

          SPEAKER:          I hope we are all alright now, 3 

then we’re going to begin with the media briefing.  The 4 

General is going to allow only five questions, so, and then 5 

before you ask your question you can also just introduce 6 

yourself shortly so that we know who you are, from which 7 

media house are you, then you can pose your question.  So I 8 

think that is in order with the General.  We’re going to 9 

start. 10 

          SPEAKER:          Can we respect that technology 11 

– 12 

          SPEAKER:          Sure. 13 

          SPEAKER:          So yes, the General will 14 

shortly like to address you guys before we start 15 

[inaudible] then she’ll first address you, then you can 16 

then later then start asking questions. 17 

          GENERAL MBOMBO:          Thank you very much, 18 

Colonel [inaudible] and thank you to all of you, the 19 

different media houses that are here, as well as our 20 

colleagues on the [inaudible], and I think you have been 21 

waiting for this media briefing and I want to say after 22 

[inaudible] this is a media briefing which is done by the 23 

Police in terms of what has happened here and is continuing 24 

to happen.  We have allowed this [inaudible] such that we 25 
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get to the time that we thought it [inaudible] for us to 1 

talk to the South African public. 2 

          [Inaudible] those of you that don’t know me, my 3 

name is Zukiswa Mbombo, [inaudible] Z-U-K-I-S-W-A, and my 4 

surname is M-B-O square, M-B-O-M-B-O.  I am the provincial 5 

commissioner of the province of the North West and my rank 6 

in the police is a Lieutenant-General.  I [inaudible] in 7 

this [inaudible].  I also want to say to you that all of us 8 

[inaudible] and the Police Service when joined this 9 

organisation, many other factors could have been 10 

influencing our [inaudible] but the main reason was for us 11 

[inaudible] the South African public, and because of that 12 

when this incident started to happen last week Friday by a 13 

march to here, we were some on site, and our few cops came 14 

to try and defuse the situation, which fortunately they did 15 

without any incident or injury.  But then we were told that 16 

from that incident of the march, certain [inaudible] 17 

intimidation activities started to happen, which led to the 18 

death of two security members of this company, and on 19 

Monday morning I came here; we organised and mobilised all 20 

our forces in the [inaudible].  Through our [inaudible] and 21 

planning we decided, taking into account that we are 22 

responsible for ensuring that there is stability and peace 23 

amongst our communities, amongst the business sector, 24 

amongst all sectors of our community, we made a decision 25 
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that we go and disarm the people that were under a bridge 1 

here next to Wonderkop.  The intention was still of 2 

ensuring that we disarm them peacefully.  We negotiated for 3 

them to hand over their weapons and leave the area on the 4 

basis [inaudible] that they were gathered in that area 5 

illegally, and it then became a contravention of section 4 6 

of the Gatherings Act, and we indicated that to them 7 

clearly.  [Inaudible] reported to me they moved, they 8 

showed interest of leaving, although they indicated that 9 

they are not going to lay down their weapons, and they were 10 

leaving.  Our cops were trying to assist the move.  All of 11 

a sudden they turned and advanced to the police.  In that 12 

advancement confrontation started, and that’s when we lost 13 

two of our cops and three members from the public, of those 14 

members that were there.  Very unfortunate, very sadly. 15 

          From there we came back and sat around the table 16 

and once again started to plan in order to make sure that 17 

we escalate our efforts, but also ensuring that saving 18 

lives being our main core issue, we needed to ensure that 19 

we continue to save lives, we continue to make sure that 20 

there are no more further fatalities.  We requested support 21 

from the head office, and from the nearby provinces.  I 22 

want to point out that the members that are deployed here 23 

from Monday afternoon, when they asked for support, it’s 24 

all police members.  I read one article which was saying 25 
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there is also defence members.  Clearly, ladies and 1 

gentlemen, we do not have defence members on site.  Defence 2 

has supported us logistically in terms of the [inaudible] 3 

that is here and its [inaudible].  All members that we see 4 

here are our members from the different units of the 5 

police.  We have got members from the Special Task Force; 6 

we have got members from the National Intervention Unit; we 7 

have got members from the Tactical Response Team; we have 8 

got members from the Public Order Policing; and we also 9 

have got local members from our local stations [inaudible] 10 

of the Rustenburg cluster.  All of these members, despite 11 

what has happened on Monday, we had managed and controlled 12 

the situation around the issues that are happening in this 13 

area, in ensuring that we don’t continue to experience more 14 

deaths than what we have.  It is unfortunate that of the 15 

[inaudible] we found that there was another body that was 16 

picked up just next to the koppie where these people are, 17 

and we are dealing with those [inaudible].  In total the 18 

number of people that out of this incident happened to lose 19 

their lives, including our cops, is 10. 20 

          I want to state and say this clearly, that our 21 

assessment, our analysis through both engagement of Lonmin 22 

management, as well as the two unions, NUM and AMCU, have 23 

clearly indicated to us that this is a matter of labour 24 

interests, which is between the two unions.  It is 25 
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unfortunate, ladies and gentlemen, that despite all of 1 

that, we will still be responsible to ensure that there is 2 

stability, there is peace, but also there is continuity of 3 

business, taking into account that despite this having a 4 

negative influence in terms of our resources that are here, 5 

depleting our resources from the other various centres, it 6 

has got an economic negativity in the country, but also I 7 

suppose that we need to clear and say that it also has got 8 

a negative effect in and around the lives of the people 9 

that would like to continue working and supporting their 10 

families. 11 

          We have made some arrests in the process.  So far 12 

we have arrested six people.  We still have to make more 13 

arrests, but we are cautious that we will do these arrests 14 

and we get to see a possibility and an opportunity.  Those 15 

people that we have arrested, they are appearing in court 16 

today as we speak. 17 

          I also want in the same process to invite all 18 

South Africans, especially around this area, that know 19 

people that are behind this protest to come forward and 20 

indicate to us who are these people, because our 21 

investigations will continue even after this. 22 

          I also want to urge, and maybe invite those that 23 

know themselves that they are involved, they have been 24 

inciting this situation, that they can hand themselves over 25 
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to us.  It is not a threat; it’s a friendly warning that we 1 

insist to tell them that as you happen to know them, we 2 

will get to them.  [Inaudible] matter easy for us if they 3 

present themselves to us.  It will make our lives much more 4 

easier. 5 

          We have formed a multidisciplinary team for an 6 

investigation because we would like as and when we continue 7 

with our investigations, as and when we effect arrests, we 8 

must be in a position therefore to [inaudible] those in 9 

court.  We have got a direct discussion with the deputy 10 

with regard to [inaudible] some of these cases in court. 11 

          I want once again, ladies and gentlemen, to say 12 

that in our engagement with the interested parties, we have 13 

been able to find a reasonable level of commitment both 14 

from Lonmin management, from the two unions, commitment 15 

that is supposed to assist us in terms of finalising and 16 

ending this violence today. 17 

          I also want to indicate to you that should there 18 

be any lack of cooperation, which we are hoping it still 19 

would exist, it’s still of support to us.  We are 20 

responsible for security in this country.  Our communities 21 

are depending on us to safeguard their lives, and therefore 22 

we will be compelled to exercise our rights in terms of our 23 

mandate. 24 

          I also want to indicate to everyone that we 25 
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cannot continue to allow that state of affairs because it 1 

undermines the efforts that we are putting in [inaudible] 2 

the colleagues in ensuring that there’s peace and stability 3 

in the country.  But I also want to indicate that whilst we 4 

appreciate that there is laws in this country that allows 5 

people to voice out their grievances, but we also 6 

understand that there’s also laws that are giving people of 7 

this country an opportunity to raise those grievances in 8 

proper ways and processes.  In the absence of all of those, 9 

our failure to comply with all of those, it leaves us with 10 

no option but to exercise our right in and of our 11 

obligations. 12 

          As the police, therefore, we have deployed these 13 

various means in order to make sure that today we end this 14 

violence.  My wish, and the wish of the South African 15 

Police leaders, is that we will end it still amicable.  We 16 

will end it still amicable and very danger-free.  But I 17 

want to caution us all, there is something that I can’t 18 

talk about.  What will happen, it’s only God that knows.  19 

My prayer with you all is that today we are going to be 20 

able to [inaudible] those things, and I’m supposing and I’m 21 

hoping that Lonmin management have issued a statement that 22 

says people should come back to work and we are therefore 23 

[inaudible] that tomorrow they [inaudible]. 24 

          I think I will pause there, but before maybe I 25 
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pause there, I want to extend a word of appreciation, maybe 1 

said to you media houses that are here, that we have been 2 

reading the articles that you have [inaudible] and I think 3 

the articles were relaying reliable information to the 4 

South African public.  The articles were [inaudible] 5 

thoroughly attacking or [inaudible] negative against 6 

anyone.  We, I therefore want to appreciate it because 7 

sometimes it’s important that when you relay one thing to 8 

the people so that people can understand how the 9 

environment is like.  We appreciate that, but I also want 10 

to extend a word of appreciation to the management of 11 

Lonmin, as well as its security sector, in terms of the 12 

support that we got throughout this operation.  I want to 13 

close by saying to all police officers that have been party 14 

to this operation, knowing very well that at some point 15 

emotions were high, I want to appreciate their patience, 16 

their determination, but over and, the discipline that they 17 

have shown during the process of this operation.  It 18 

demanded that we show this type of discipline because there 19 

was no war that was declared in this instance.  All what we 20 

did was important, was that we needed to ensure that people 21 

complied with the laws of this country.  That’s still our 22 

main goal as we are sitting here.  I want to appreciate 23 

everyone who had had a contribution in ensuring that this 24 

operation continued in the best way that it has, and I 25 
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think up until we end, we will still say thank you very 1 

much to all of you for your support, and continue the 2 

support after this operation [inaudible] still want and 3 

expect your support in terms of ensuring that we inform the 4 

South African public logically and honestly.  I thank you 5 

very much. 6 

          SPEAKER:          Thank you, General.  I think 7 

it’s about time that you can pose your questions while 8 

still fresh what General has said [inaudible].  I will 9 

take, the first one will be [inaudible], you’ll be the 10 

second, third one, and the two at the back there.  So in 11 

that fashion, thank you [inaudible]. 12 

          MS NICOLADIS:          Good day, my name is Gina 13 

Nicoladis from Eyewitness News.  Commissioner, I just 14 

wanted to find out, you said six people had been arrested.  15 

Were they arrested in connection with the actual killings, 16 

people that had been killed, or related to something else, 17 

and in terms of this operation and ending the violence 18 

today, what does it mean that you’re going to end the 19 

violence today? 20 

          SPEAKER:          Okay, can we take another 21 

question [inaudible]. 22 

          MS LAGANPARSAD:          Good morning, Monica 23 

Laganparsad from the Sunday Times.  General, in terms of 24 

the protesters carrying weapons, I mean we’ve seen amongst 25 
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them pangas, axes, and I believe that the weapons of the 1 

two police officers that were killed were also taken.  Is 2 

there any investigation, or any move for police to remove 3 

those weapons and arrest those people?  I mean is there any 4 

charge in terms of carrying these weapons illegally?  Thank 5 

you. 6 

          SPEAKER:          Now Nthati. 7 

          PATRICK:          Thank you.  My name is Patrick 8 

[inaudible] from SABC [inaudible] news.  In fact I 9 

[inaudible] what my colleague said.  I think my question 10 

was precisely that those who are arrested, what are the 11 

charges, and then what do you mean when you say that (a), 12 

you are going to ensure that [inaudible] those people, and 13 

then my other question would then be the police officers 14 

who were killed, where were they from and I believe the 15 

police, they are from various provinces, and then their 16 

names can be revealed at this point in time.  Thank you 17 

very much. 18 

          SPEAKER:          My name is [inaudible] from 19 

[inaudible] my question was but one, General, when 20 

[inaudible] when were they arrested, and the next question 21 

I want to ask is [inaudible]. 22 

          SPEAKER:          You can place the last 23 

question. 24 

          SPEAKER:          Hello, my name is [inaudible] 25 
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from [inaudible].  I would like to know the commission of 1 

[inaudible] all of the police officers who [inaudible] was 2 

involved in [inaudible] you will draw that [inaudible] 3 

maybe they will give us their last names [inaudible]. 4 

          SPEAKER:          General, I think you can 5 

[inaudible] questions that have been asked.  The first one 6 

is from Gina [inaudible] – 7 

          MS NICOLADIS:          Eyewitness news. 8 

          SPEAKER:          Ja, about the [inaudible] and 9 

the other [inaudible] was in terms of any of the 10 

[inaudible]. 11 

          GENERAL MBOMBO:          Thank you very much.  12 

About the six people that were arrested, they were arrested 13 

for different intimidation incidents that happened during 14 

the strike of Friday up until Monday virtually.  Then 15 

obviously they’re responding to [inaudible] that are put to 16 

them. 17 

          I think the question that relates to that I’m 18 

saying we are ending the strike today, what do I mean.  I 19 

mean that remember that we said our intention to disarm the 20 

people, and also our intention to [inaudible] the people 21 

that they leave, that people don’t gather in this area 22 

where they are, and that is what we wish to do today, and I 23 

said [inaudible] we wish that we will do that still 24 

amicable, meaning we will ask them to leave, but then I 25 
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wouldn’t want to explain to you if they don’t, what then.  1 

What I told you is today we are ending the [inaudible]. 2 

          Monica, the question that relates to you 3 

understand that these people have got weapons, they’ve got 4 

pangas, it is true, they do have weapons, they do have 5 

pangas, and also it is true that when people have got such 6 

weapons in a public space, we are supposed to take those 7 

weapons, but also arrest them.  If the opportunity presents 8 

itself, that’s what we will do today.  If they decide to 9 

hand over the weapons to us freely, we will give them that 10 

opportunity, but then we will do it in stages of, or in 11 

degrees of conference.  There are charges that are 12 

available for people that are carrying weapons in a public 13 

environment. 14 

          Patrick, the police officers that got killed on 15 

Monday, one of them is from Mpumalanga [inaudible] is 16 

amongst those that we requested other provinces to come and 17 

support us.  But one of them is from our province.  He 18 

works in Public Order Policing here in Rustenburg, but he 19 

was deployed in our satellite office in [inaudible].  20 

Unfortunately I will not be able to indicate the names, and 21 

despite to say that we have already informed the families, 22 

but remember that they are still battling to come to terms 23 

with this now. 24 

          The people that got arrested, [inaudible], they 25 
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were arrested since Monday evening up until even yesterday, 1 

and the condition of our colleague who is in hospital who 2 

got injured on Monday is reported stable.  I also want to 3 

explain to you guys, I heard that timeously it was reported 4 

that he’s in a critical condition.  Yes, it is true, on 5 

Monday he was admitted critically so, but he is stable 6 

right as we speak.  He has been visited by General Mpembe, 7 

by our EHW Unit, who reported that he is stable.  I think 8 

I’ll pause there. 9 

          SPEAKER:          We will take the other set of 10 

questions. 11 

          GENERAL MBOMBO:          The last set of 12 

questions. 13 

          SPEAKER:          The last set, of course.  We 14 

agreed on five.  [Inaudible] that we can ask the question, 15 

then it will come [inaudible]. 16 

          SPEAKER:          Okay, my name is [inaudible], 17 

I’m from [inaudible].  Commissioner, you say that if, you 18 

know [inaudible] is to cooperate [inaudible], that, I mean 19 

[inaudible] what you mean for [inaudible] or what, you 20 

know, what kind of exercise are you going to take, and also 21 

if you could kindly provide us with the number of, you 22 

know, the police officials who have been deployed here.  23 

Thank you. 24 

          SPEAKER:          My name is [inaudible] News.  25 
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I’d like to find out whether it is true that during the 1 

scuffle with the police on Monday where your members lost 2 

their lives, you also lost service pistols of those people 3 

killed? 4 

          SPEAKER:          Any other question?  If not, 5 

can I get the Commissioner to answer those questions that 6 

are [inaudible]. 7 

          GENERAL MBOMBO:          Thank you very much.  Mr 8 

[inaudible], I have indicated earlier our intention is to 9 

solve this process in an amicable way.  We will use our 10 

tactics in order to make sure that we solve this in an 11 

amicable way, but like you have rightfully said, if we 12 

don’t reach a cooperative status with those tactics, we 13 

will then get to our tactics in terms of ensuring that we 14 

do what is expected of us as police officers.  I’m not 15 

going to be [inaudible] out to you what we will do.  What 16 

I’m telling you is as police officials, mandated by the 17 

Constitution and other legislation, we know what we need to 18 

do as situations that get beyond an amicable solution. 19 

          The number of officers that are deployed here, 20 

currently we have in the vicinity of plus-minus 400 21 

members.  I think if you look at the number of those people 22 

that are there, proportionately we’re falling short in 23 

terms of us being able to deal with potential, you know, 24 

situations that may come up, but we are once again 25 
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promising and assuring our South African citizens that we 1 

will do whatever is called upon within our power in 2 

ensuring that we deal with this matter in the best way that 3 

we can. 4 

          It is true, [inaudible], that cops that got 5 

killed, their firearms were taken, and that is why earlier 6 

on I said we will not rest until we get our arms back, but 7 

also until we get those that have killed those cops.  It is 8 

very important and very clear that I said earlier that even 9 

beyond today we will continue to enhance and strengthen our 10 

investigating team in order to ensure that we get those 11 

things back.  I think that’s the end of that.  Thank you 12 

very much. 13 

          SPEAKER:          Thanks, General, thank you 14 

ladies and gentlemen.  What my Commissioner is saying is 15 

[inaudible] like to talk to you in terms of how it would 16 

[inaudible] so that whenever you [inaudible] around you. 17 

          SPEAKER:          We had some difficulty 18 

yesterday with journalists operating [inaudible] and the 19 

gathering.  I need to ask you today to [inaudible] 20 

environment, there’s going to be a designated area and you 21 

guys – 22 

          [END OF RECORDING] 23 

          [COMMISSION ADJOURNED] 24 

 25 
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