
STATEMENT OF COLONEL SHOLO SAMUEL DIOLE 

 

I, SHOLO SAMUEL DIOLE 

 

state under oath that:- 

 

1. I am a Colonel in the SAPS, based in the Rustenburg Cluster Office.  I am the 

VISPOL coordinator of the Rustenburg Cluster.  I joined the SAPS in 1980. 

 

2. I first went to Marikana on 13 August 2012.  I went to Marikana as VISPOL 

coordinator of the Rustenburg Cluster. This was after I received a report 

about the killing of two Lonmin security employees over the weekend. 

 

3. At about 9:00 am, while at the JOC, we received information that a group of 

strikers were moving from Karee mine to the koppie.  We were briefed by 

Major General Mpembe at the JOC that the strikers were in possession of 

weapons and that we had to go and disarm.  I did not see the strikers on 

CCTV as I was outside the JOC. 

 

4. We then got into vehicles and drove to a place between the hostel and 

informal settlement next to the railway.  General Mpembe, Colonel Merafe, Lt 

Colonel Moolman and other junior members drove with me in the same 

vehicle.   
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5. On the way we saw about 3-4 males and stopped our vehicles.  The males 

were searched and were found to be in possession of licensed firearms.  We 

again got into our vehicles and proceeded to the group by the railway line.  

 

6. We stopped at the railway line when we reached the group. The strikers also 

stopped when we got close to them.  Before the police addressed the group 

of strikers, a male person who was in front of the group strikers ordered the 

group of strikers to stop and sit down.   

 

7. After the group heeded the man who appeared to be their leader to sit down, 

they squatted and started hitting their weapons together to make clicking 

sounds with the weapons.  They were also singing.  The strikers were armed 

with pangas, spears, iron rods, assegais and sticks. 

 

8. Major General Mpembe addressed them and asking them to lay down their 

weapons.  He explained to them that the law did not allow them to carry 

weapons.  He spoke in Zulu.  Their leader said that they wanted to be 

addressed in fanagalo and did not want to be addressed in any other 

language. 

 

9. Major General Mpembe asked a male person who was from mine 

management to get someone from the Lonmin offices who speaks fanagalo.  

 2 



After a while, the person said that there was no one from the mine offices that 

spoke fanagalo. 

 

10. I have previously worked in mines.  Because of this, I was able to say to the 

strikers in fanagalo that they should put down their weapons and that the law 

did not allow them to carry weapons.  They said that they will not give their 

weapons to the police.  They said that they were going to the koppie and 

wanted us to bring the mine manager to the koppie.   

 

11. Major General Mpembe again told them in Zulu that if they do not want to lay 

down their weapons we would take action to disarm them.  He then said he 

would count to ten after which they must hand down their weapons.  He 

started counting and the protestors stood up and walked in the open veld.   

 

12. As the strikers walked in the veld, the police formed a semi circle behind them 

and walked behind them.  I did not hear an instruction to form up behind the 

protestors, if such instruction was given.   

 

13. I was on the extreme right of the police semi circle that formed behind the 

protestors.  Major General Mpembe was in the middle of that line. There was 

about 20 to 25 members between me and Major General Mpembe. 
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14. As we continued to walk with the strikers, I saw the protestor strikers scatter 

from the walking group they had earlier formed.  According to my observation, 

my observation, the strikers scattered when the police nyalas which were 

previously on the gravel road along the railway line were now lining up on the 

gravel road in front of the informal settlement in the path of the protestors.  As 

they scattered, I saw some of the strikers run towards the police. Police 

members also ran from the armed charging strikers.  When the strikers first 

scattered and ran towards the police, the stun grenade and teargas had not 

yet been thrown by the police. 

 

15. As police members ran, I also ran.  As I ran from the strikers, I telephoned 

Colonel Vermaak and asked him to come to the scene for surveillance.   He 

was not at the scene when I called him but came immediately after my call. 

 

16. When I looked back, I saw a group of the strikers hitting someone.  I came 

closer and I saw that the person that they were attacking was in police union.  

They were using pangas and spears to attack the member.  I shouted/ 

screamed for POP members to give assistance to the member that was under 

attack.    

 

17. POP members responded and when they came to the member under attack, 

the attackers ran away towards the informal settlement.  I ran to the injured 

member and called for someone with a vehicle to take the member to 
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hospital.  I went with Colonel Merafe in a vehicle to take the member to the 

hospital.  We took the member to the clinic.  I saw that the member was 

severely injured.  At the clinic I got out and took a wheelchair on which we 

took the member and wheeled him into the clinic.   

 

18. At the clinic the member was attended to by the nurses.  The member was 

then taken to hospital by ambulance. 

 

19. From the hospital Col Merafe and I drove to the Marikana police station.  I 

was traumatised.  We went back to the scene about sunset.  It is only then I 

realized that Warrant Officer Monene was killed on the scene.  We found the 

LCRC detectives on the scene. 

 

20. From the scene, we later went to the JOC.  At the JOC we found the national 

commissioner and other persosn fron head office had arrived.  A meeting was 

called to brief the national commissioner by senior officers who were at the 

scene.  I was present in the briefing.  I gave an account about when the 

strikers charged at the police, the attack on warrant officer Lepaku and that I 

took him to hospital.     

 

21. With the number of members that we had, it would not have been advisable 

to disarm the protestors on the scene.  I did not hear an order given to fire the 

stun grenade or teargas.  I estimate that there were about 20 to 25 members 
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between me and General Mpembe as we walked.  I do not know who fired the 

stun grenade.  

 

22. I did not hear Major General Mpembe say that we must follow the protestors 

to the koppie. 

 

23. The strikers were unhappy with the presence of Colonel Moolman and that 

Major General Mpembe was talking to her and would then address them.   

 

24. After the incident of the 13th August 2012, I did not become involved with the 

rest of the Marikana operation.  I did not participate in the process at Roots, 

Potchefstroom. 

 

That is all I can declare. 

        

         

     ______________________ 

    COLONEL M S DIOLE 

 

Thus done and sworn to before me in Centurion on this     day of    July 2013, the 

deponent having stated that he knows and understands the contents of this 

statement and that he considers the oath binding on his conscience. 
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  ________________________ 

        Commissioner of Oath 

        Name: 

        Title: 

        Address: 
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