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IN THE MARIKANA JUDICIAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY HELD IN RUSTERNBURG, NORTH 
WEST PROVINCE, SOUTH AFRICA 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

STATEMENT OF LT SHITUMO SOLOMON BALOYI 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

I, the undersigned,  

Shitumo Solomon Baloyi 

do hereby make oath and state as follows:  

 

1. I am a Lieutenant (NR 06155332) in the South African Police Service stationed at POPS Pretoria, 

Tel: 0125411005, cell: 0824719397. On Monday the 13th August 2012 at about 06:50 am, I was 

called by my Commander Colonel Heyneke. He requested me to assist on a seven (7) day mission 

deployment to Marikana mine. I asked him what time and he said immediately. 

 

2. At around 08: 00 am, I arrived at POPS, PTA Units in Rosslyn and found East Johannesburg 

members already there. At around 09:30 am, we left Rosslyn to Marikana under the command of Lt 

Colonel Seloane with a total number of 22 members. At around 11:40 am we arrived at Marikana 

and met other Unit members who worked night shift and who were waiting to be relieved of their 

duties. Cpt Meso briefed us about the situation in the area and about the death of two security 

personnel on the previous day. 
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3.  Capt Makukule and I agreed that it was a crowd management situation and therefore we needed 

shotguns and rubber rounds. We then proceeded to a store room where we were issued with 

twelve (12) shotguns without rounds as the store man for rubber rounds was not around. We then 

distributed shotguns among members and I was in possession of a shot gun NR AM8686.I received 

four rounds from warrant officer Moatshe who brought along some rubber rounds. 

 
 

4. At around 12:30 pm, I went to a briefing by a mine manager with other police officers. While we 

were briefed an intelligent guy came in and reported that a group of strikers were moving from the 

residential area to the mountain. It was decided that we must intercept them but we have to wait for 

a General who was on his way.  

 

5. At around 13:00pm General Mpembe arrived and we then proceeded to where the mining strikers 

were heading to .They were moving along the railway line from the East side towards Western side. 

The General stopped them and spoke to them and they responded by kneeling down and they 

spoke through their leader. The General explained to them that the weapons they were in 

possession of were illegal, therefore they must surrender t hem one by one, and they would not be 

arrested. They refused to hand over their weapons after negotiations of +- 30 minutes. The General 

then gave them ten counts to hand over their weapons and still they refused to hand over their 

weapons. 

 
 

6. The majority of police officers were standing on the railway track looking at the strikers. One of the 

strikers pulled out of the group and I suspected that he was in possession of a firearm and I tried to 

stop him and he ran away and I told myself that I would not catch him and other police officers 
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chased him. The strikers started to be restless and some wanted to pull out of the group and I 

called them to order. They started singing and stood up moved forward towards the police and we 

allowed them to proceed. 

 

7. When they were about +- 300 meters away from us, the General told us to let them go and we 

would disarm them at the mountain. One senior Colonel advised the General that if we intended to 

disarm them, it was better to disarm them there because at the mountain they would outnumber us. 

The General told us to follow them. I advised the General that stun grenades should be used to 

disperse them. 

 
 

8. I called other members to come with me to get into the nyala and only two members responded to 

my call and I told the driver that the General wanted us to delay the strikers until we got them 

together before disarming them. I took one stun grenade from one of the members and we drove 

slowly behind the strikers toward East and the strikers allowed the driver of nyala to pass them 

through the left side. I then asked the driver to turn right and stopped facing the southern direction. 

The strikers were +- 15 meters away from our nyala . I then got out of the nyala through the door on 

the left hand side of nyala and watched the strikers moving towards the direction of the mountain. 

 

9. Within seconds two teargases were fired and the strikers were running towards me and I then threw 

a stun granade to the coming strikers and ran away to the nyala and upon my arrival at the door I 

realised that the strikers had already arrived and they were attacking members. I ran past the nyala 

and the strikers were chasing me. I started firing at them with rubber bullets while running away. I 

then told myself that the direction I was running to there were no police officers and our members 
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were behind this group. I then used my shot gun to assault them to open my way through and they 

were stabbing me from behind. 

 
10. I was hit on the head with something like a panga.I was tripped and fell down on the ground. They 

started stabbing me in the chest as I was kicking and ducking. One striker, who was pointing at the 

approaching police officers with a pistol, then pointed his firearm at me but was disturbed by others 

who were trying to rob me the shotgun I was resisting to surrender. I was stabbed below the 

umbilical cord with an assegai and I ended up surrendering   the shotgun out of pain. The nyala 

driver managed to rescue me by chasing the strikers away. I then realised that my pistol and hand 

radio were also taken. 

 
11. I started calling for help and one guy from the rescue service arrived and I asked him to take off the 

bulletproof as it was suffocating me. I screamed for a police vehicle to take me to hospital as I could 

not afford to wait for an ambulance. The police chopper landed and I kept on shouting and 

screaming that I am a “state’s property” I would rather die in the chopper than die waiting for an 

ambulance. When the chopper crew arrived to assist in dressing the wound I kept on shouting that I 

am a “state’s property” I would rather die in the chopper than die waiting for an ambulance. I was 

airlifted and taken to Marikana Clinic where my stab wounds were well dressed and a drip was 

administered .I was later taken to Fern Crest Private Hospital in Rustenburg.   

 
12. I then discovered  that I had  nine 9 stab wounds, stab wound  on the head,2 stab wounds on my 

right hand side shoulder, 2 stab wounds  on my left side shoulder, 3 stab wounds  on my left 

hand,1 stab wound on my stomach below umbilical cord and 1 stab wound on my buttocks. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Deponent 

I CERTIFY THAT THE DEPONENT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SHE KNOWS AND UNDERSTANDS 
THE CONTENTS OF THIS AFFIDAVIT, WHICH WAS SIGNED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME AT 
JOHANNESBURG, ON THIS THE …. DAY OF ………, AND THAT THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
REGULATIONS CONTAINED IN GOVERNMENT NOTICE R1258 OF 21 JULY 1972, AS AMENDED 
FROM TIME TO TIME, WERE COMPLIED WITH. 

 

Lt Baloyi SS 06155332 
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