
GEN PHIYEGA 

 

Allright  - Good morning 

Good morning 

SAPS - Good morning General 

 

We are indeed grateful for God for giving us the sun today.  I trust that you’ve had time to just 
breathe, because that is all you could do probably for the past few days.   

Did you get time to breathe?   To breathe.  No? 

 

I didn’t hear you.  Did you get time to breathe? No.   

Gen  Phiyega:  Did you get time to breathe?  No. 

I think first of all that we just be grateful that we all have umphefumlo re a phela akere,  we can just 
breathe and we have life. 

Thank you very much. 

I am here really to say to all of you, stay strong. Let me start there by just saying, stay strong. 

We recognise as the leadership and of this country that all of you are going through very trying 
times, very challenging times. 

I come before you to actually say trying as it may be, mourning as we are, let us take note of the fact 
that whatever happened we represent the best of responsible policing.   

You did what you did, because you are being responsible, you were making sure that you continue to 
leave your oath of ensuring that South Africans are safe and that you equally are a citizen of this 
country and safety starts with you.   

So for that I just want to once more thank you for having done what you did, for having endured the 
challenges, that we endured and as we mourn as a country let us remember that the pain that 
everybody is feeling is felt by all of us, but all we did was to do our job and to do it in the manner 
that we are trained, that we know it should be done responsibly, caringly and focussing on that 
which is our core responsibility. 

I am here for taking the opportunity to explain one or two things.  

Since the day we had the challenge that we had, a lot has been happening.   

I like to thank everybody who is in leadership here, ensuring that they keep you informed, they do 
what they supposed to so that we continue with the job that brought us together here.   



We also seen a number of visits we have had our minister coming to talk to us and we appreciate the 
fact that when we were challenge as police he was hereto also to say to us be comforted, we 
understand, we are with you, let us help you where we can. 

We had a press conference where we had to explain to the entire world, to the nation to everybody 
about the work that we did, to explain the facts of what evolved and what has happened.  We have 
done so and we believe as a leadership that we represented you well because all we did was to be 
open, transparent and take the facts as they are to everybody, we didn’t judge, we didn’t tell 
anybody to think the way we do, it is up to people to assess the facts that we have put forward and 
judge us on the basis of that. 

Most of you would be listening to a number of news bulletins, you would be listening to, and you 
would be reading newspapers. The reports are balanced.  All we did on your behalf and on behalf of 
all of us, was to give facts as they happened and we also took the responsibility to ensure that we 
not only tell them, we have visuals of what has happened, pictures of what has happened so that 
people can judge for themselves based on facts. 

We also after the press conference had the President visiting.  The President came to the site. He 
met with us, we gave him a briefing, he read his statement.  His statement which most of you would 
have heard over the television and I also want to talk to some of the issues that came out of his 
statement. 

He also gave us a chance as the police to share with him the factual presentation that we shared 
with everybody.  We took take time to do so.  We read the statement to him, we showed him all the 
visuals together with his enterage. 

He proceeded to visit those who were injured in the hospital, because he is the President of 
everybody in this country. In his statement the President announced the fact that they are looking at 
establishing a commission of inquiry. The commission of inquiry is not looking at just us as police.  It 
is looking at everything.  It is looking at the major of violence in the mines, it’s looking at the  
mobilisation that we have experienced, it’s looking at the facts that we have presented, it’s looking 
at the mining industry as such and I am sure that when they announce the terms of reference we 
will come to realise that the commission of inquiry is not about us as police, we will have to make 
our inputs and we are ready to do so because we have facts, we have documentation, we have 
pictures and we have you who were out there who experienced what has taken place.  So, I can 
confidently say to you that as a leadership we would be ready to also make our input when we are 
invited to do so. So do not think you are being persecuted as police and do not fear anything, 
continue to do your work the way you are supposed to be doing it we being trained to do so and we 
do it well and continue to do so responsibly as the professionals that we know you to be. 

 

The other thing that is happening that I think I should share to you is the fact that today we are 
having a committee that has been appointed by the President, a committee an inter-ministerial 
committee, which is going to look at you know broader issues.  To look at the community here to say 
how else can they be helped, what else needs to be done, whether is from welfare, whether it is 
from  health, whether it is from intelligence so there are a number of ministries that ministers from 



the various ministries lead by Minister Chabane who we will be meeting today, we are facilitating 
that, and we will also brief them and share with them the facts as we shared with the others, so 
today as the leadership we will also go share facts with them so that they can be briefed by the work 
that we have done whilst they go on to look at how they help on counselling, welfare needs and all 
that and it is not only for the community.   

They will also be concerned about our wellbeing and I am sure they will be looking at what else do 
we need as police to be assisted in terms of the challenges that we may have faced because  I know 
we are hurting. I know we are bruised. I know we are challenged and we too are human and we too 
need to be taken care of. 

Whilst  we are doing so and we are making sure we take care of each other in the police there is also 
caring coming also towards us. 

So we will take the opportunity to also share some thought around what sort of need we have  as 
police based on the processes that have been taken place. 

Finally as you would have heard over the radio that the president has declared a week of mourning 
where he is inviting the nation for prayers, prayers for us as police, prayers for the communities that 
have been affected and I am hoping that we also would have some time on Thursday if we are still 
here, to have our own time just to pray for this country, to pray for us, to pray for our energy and 
ability to continue walking. 

And I hope that this information assist you to understand processes that are taking place and let me 
say to you ours is a journey that is not about to stop, ours is a journey that requires to be continued, 
ours is a journey that is non-negotiable. 

We are here to ensure that South Africans are safe and are secure and let me say to you in this 
begriever, this begriever has a lot of tributaries. Let us bring our focus into the main river, let’s 
march on and ensure that we continue to do our work well,  good and professionally and keep South 
Africa safe and secure.  I thank you all and I would like to congratulate each and every one of you for 
the strength that you continue to carry for the commitment that you continue to show I want to be 
un-police-like I want you to actually applaud yourself. 

Applause. 

I thank you very much and I do want to say to you, we love you all, and we love you truly.  Thank you 


