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1. I am 24 years old.  I was born in Nkanya Village, Elliotdale, in the Eastern Cape. 

2. In 2011, I got a job at Lonmin via the TEBA Recruitment outlet situated at the mine 

premises in Wonderkop.  At the time, I was staying with a relative in Nkaneng and 

looking for work.  This was my first employment. 

3. I work underground in the engineering department.  I earn approximately 

R4,000.00 per month plus a “sleep-out” allowance of just over R1,000.00. 

4. On or about the 10th or 11th of August 2012, I got wind of the fact that the rock drill 

operators (RDOs) had taken a decision to go on strike.  They also appealed to 

other workers who were not RDOs to join the strike.  Some of the workers told me 

that they had been stopped from going to work. 

5. From then, I also stopped going to work.  I wanted to leave and go to the Eastern 

Cape but decided rather to stay at home in case the strike could be resolved 

sooner rather than later. 
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6. In the early evening of 15 August 2012, I heard from one of the workers who was 

returning from the koppie, where the striking workers had been gathering on a 

daily basis, that the end of the strike seemed near in that at 09h00 on the following 

day, union leaders were expected to report back on the workers’ demand for a 

meeting with the employer.   

7. I then decided that I would attend the meeting at the koppie the following day to 

hear for myself. 

8. Indeed, on 16 August 2012, I first went to the kraals to check on my cow which is 

kept there.  Thereafter, I proceeded to the koppie and joined the gathering crowd. 

9. After Mr Mathunjwa’s first address to the workers, which was at about lunchtime, I 

felt hungry and went home to eat. 

10. I returned shortly before Mr Mathunjwa’s second address.  He reported that he had 

not received any satisfactory answers but pleaded that we should leave the 

mountain as there was a decision that we would be killed.  The workers insisted 

that they wanted the employer to come and address their wage demands. 

11. Within a few minutes of Mr Mathunjwa’s departure, I noticed that the police were 

moving rapidly and then that they were fencing us in from the direction of the 

residential area.   

12. Since I was in front, I joined the first group that dashed in the direction of Nkaneng. 
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13. When we got closer to one of the nyalas, it started moving alongside, dragging 

barbed wire.  The nyala outpaced us and we were not able to access the road to 

Nkaneng which runs just in front of the small kraal. 

14. At this stage, there was shooting of teargas and water from behind us.  This was 

followed by gunshots aimed in our direction. 

15. When it became clear that the nyala had successfully blocked the way, we ran 

around and behind the kraal to access the road from the other side of the kraal.  

This was the only way or gap open to us. 

16. As soon as we emerged on the other side of the kraal, we were met with more 

rapid gunfire.  I was hit on my left leg.  I stumbled and fell behind the other workers 

who had been shot, including Mr Noki. 

17. The gunfire stopped for a while. 

18. Shortly thereafter, I could hear voices of policemen approaching the place where 

most of us had fallen.  

19. When they got to me, I was shot again several times from close range while I was 

on the ground. 

20. I sustained further shots in my abdomen.  The last shot caught my testicles and 

caused some severe injury.  I pleaded with the police to rather kill me and I told 

them my name so that they could help my relatives to identify my body.  One of the 
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policemen said I was going to die anyway and there was no further need to finish 

me off.  The policemen were busy laughing at us and taking pictures with their 

cellular phones.  Others were kicking the bodies.  

21. They also asked me questions like “Where is the gun?” and “Where is the 

nyanga?”, both of which I had no knowledge about.  I told them that all I had been 

carrying was a knobkerrie and a red towel. 

22. One of the policemen showed some mercy and said to the others: “This is a child”.  

He made a telephone call and thereafter three ambulances arrived. 

23. I remember being carried into one of the ambulances and then I lost 

consciousness.   

24. I woke up or came to after two weeks in the intensive care unit of Sunninghill 

Hospital.  

25. Later I was transferred to two other hospitals, where I spent several weeks 

respectively before my eventual discharge in late November 2012. 

26. Throughout my hospitalisation and until my release, I was under police guard. 

27. Upon their constant enquiries, I told the police that at no stage was I carrying a 

gun, as alleged by them. 
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28. When Captain Pule asked me to make a statement, I informed him that I would 

prefer to do so in the presence of my legal representatives.  He nevertheless went 

on to ask me questions and asked me to sign a statement, which I did. 

29. I am still in severe pain from the wounds on my legs, abdomen, elbow and 

testicles.  I have been advised that there is a strong possibility that I may never be 

able to father children. 

 

DATED  at  NKANENG, WONDERKOP  on this the  3rd  day of December 2012 

 

_______________________________ 

 MZOXOLO MAGIDIWANA 


