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1. I am a 31 year old male who originally hails from the Ingwavuma area in Northern 

KwaZulu Natal.  I was employed at Lonmin from January 2008 to date as a Rock 

Drill Operator (RDO). 

2. On 9 August 2012, there was a meeting of all RDOs from Karee, Roland and 

Eastern Companies.  The meeting was held at Wonderkop outside the stadium.  In 

the meeting, we discussed the salaries of the RDOs.  In that meeting, it was 

decided that no Union should be engaged in the wage negotiation.  The reasons 

for the decision were that the RDOs belonged to different Unions and we wanted 

to negotiate only for the RDOs without involving other employees which the Unions 

were not keen to do.  The RDOs had complained to NUM since 2006/7 as stated 

by those who have been working for Lonmin for some time.  They reported that 

they had not received any feedback from NUM negotiators.  It was agreed that on 

the 10th we would go to the employer at LPD.  We agreed to meet at 08h00 at 

Wonderkop where we were gathered.  NUM is the only Union recognised by 

Lonmin to speak for everybody. 
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3. At that stage, it was not decided that we should go on strike.  It was only agreed 

that we would approach the employer with the demand for a salary increase to 

R12,500 after deductions. 

4. On the 10th we gathered at Wonderkop at 08h00 and decided to go and put our 

demands to the employer.  On arrival at LPD but before we could reach the 

offices, we were stopped by two white men and some Lonmin security.  They 

wanted to know what our demands were.  Our elected leaders told them what we 

wanted.  They then requested that we wait there whilst they went inside.  We 

waited for them in vain for approximately one hour. 

5. When they finally returned, it appeared that they did not have any answer and we 

then moved closer but were stopped by security.  We were then requested to 

choose five members of the group to go in.  The elected members then went into 

the offices.  The five members returned and did not have any tangible answer.  

They said that according to the employer, the Union said that the employer should 

not talk to us.  We then requested them to return to the employer and asked what 

we were then supposed to do since this was not a Union demand but a demand of 

the RDOs.  They went in and when they returned they said the employer had said 

we must do what we deem fit. 

6. We then returned to Wonderkop near the stadium.  It was then decided that in 

view of the fact that the employer did not want to speak to us, we would have to 

stop work until the employer was prepared to take us seriously by talking to us.  It 

was then agreed that we would meet on the 11th at 09h00 at Wonderkop. 
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7. On the 11th at 09h00 we met at Wonderkop and we exchanged views.  It was then 

decided that we should approach NUM and enquire from them why they had 

prevented the employer from engaging with us.  The gathering then marched to 

the offices of NUM.  We walked to the offices, which are situated near the satellite 

police station.  I was in the group immediately behind the front group.  We certainly 

did not have violent intentions and none were discussed. 

8. Whilst we were marching on the same street as the taxi rank but before we could 

reach the junction behind the satellite police station, we observed a small group of 

NUM members approaching.  The group was singing.  I heard them saying 

something about “AMCU” and “Karee” and thereafter I heard gun shots.  I did not 

see who was shooting but it was from the side of the group of NUM members in 

NUM shirts.   

9. We then ran away into different directions.  I saw one person fall apparently from a 

gunshot.  I then decided to go through the gap in the concrete fence known as 

“stop nonsense” and started to run and then I realised that I had been shot in the 

back.  I continued running towards the bus rank.  I then fell after losing power and 

feeling weaker and weaker. 

10. I was still lying on the ground when the NUM members appeared.  They first asked 

where I was working.  I told them I was employed at Roland and they asked which 

stage and I said 25.  Someone from the group said I was lying and that I am from 

Karee and they said I must be finished off. 
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11. I was then assaulted with an assortment of weapons until I lost consciousness.  I 

regained consciousness whilst still at the scene where I had fallen.  I then crawled 

until I got to the fence and crawled underneath the fence.  Someone appeared and 

assisted me.  He also phoned the police and my friend, whose number I had 

shown on my phone as ready to be dialled. 

12. He told me that he had phoned the police and my friend and that I should relax.  I 

cannot recall what then happened and I only regained consciousness in the 

hospital.  I am unable to say on which day I regained consciousness.  I was only 

discharged from hospital in October 2012.   

13. At the hospital, I underwent surgery and the large exit wound on my abdomen was 

thereafter stitched. 

14. Since then, I have never completely healed and I now have a bloated bubble of 

skin on my stomach which is expanding in size over the months.  The soft skin 

covering the wound keeps on expanding to the extent that my intestines are visible 

from the outside.  When I lie down on my back, the bubble deflates.  

15. Despite this deformity, and although a solution is yet to be found, the mining 

company has recently declared me fit to resume my underground work as an 

RDO.  I am anxious and terrified of facing the tough underground conditions whilst 

this medical problem remains unresolved.  I do however need to continue earning 

a living and am now in a catch-22 situation. 
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16. Partly to address this predicament, I have now enrolled for Adult Based Education 

and Training (ABET) classes in the hope that I can acquire some skills which may 

see me avoiding risking a permanent health hazard, which I fear will result in any 

further rock drilling activity on my part. 

17. I hope the Commission is in a position to address a situation such as mine, which 

is directly attributable to the violence which took place between 9 and 16 August 

2012, as set out in the terms of reference 

 

DATED  at  RUSTENBURG  on this the            day of    February 2013 

 

_______________________________ 

 VUSIMUZI MANDLA MABUYAKHULU 


