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Lusikisiki Small Claims Court Opening  
   
In early March, community members braved the cold weather to 
attend the official opening of the Lusikisiki small claims court. Even 
with the melancholy weather the residents were in high spirits, 

welcoming a change in their lives which would bring court services 
closer to them. The opening of the court brought different people 
together from all walks of life. Some of those in attendance wore 
vibrant, traditional Xhosa clothing.  
 
This historic occasion also brought vital services closer to people, as 
the nearest city to the rural Eastern Cape town of Lusisiki is Mthatha, 
which is two hours away through winding mountain roads. “It was great 

and I think it will make the community even greater,” said Mrs Nandie 
Makanda, Manager at the Lusikisiki Magistrate Court. “The court 
opening will make people aware (of this court’s existence) so that they 
can get more knowledge about the court.” 
 
This colourful event on March 13, at the teachers college in Lusikisiki, marked the official launch. However, 
the Lusikisiki small claims court had been functioning on an adhoc basis since 2007 .The opening was to 

increase an already existing awareness its services, which was done with great success.  
 
Mr Malcolm Nhleko, a Senior Magistrate and Chairperson of the small 
claims court explained that the court will assist the civil court with and 
making justice more accessible to the people in the Transkei. “The 
small claims court makes justice accessible to the people as it is 
quick, free and you don’t need a lawyer,” said Mr Nhleko. 

 
The day truly had flair with a multitude of cultural outfits and the 
entertainment being presented by young Xhosa children, who took to 
the stage. The overall decorations such as pictures, cloth and 
calabashes were a celebration of Xhosa culture. “I was impressed with 
organisation of the event as many stakeholders were there like the 
Legal Aid Board, members of the Judiciary, State Prosecutors and 

members of the public,” said an excited Mr Vuyani Mguqulwa, 
Regional Head for the Department of Justice in the Eastern Cape. 
 
“I was also impressed with the level of enthusiasm that the Chiefs of the area showed with attending the 
event. It shows that the Department’s services are being delivered to the community and the community is 
appreciating it.” He added, “We say that justice must be brought to the people.”  
 

Employees of the Department of Justice welcomed members of the community with information 
pamphlets and posters, which where greatly appreciated. With that much passion there is no wonder the 
day was such a great success! 
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