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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY   

QUESTION FOR ORAL REPLY  

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION NO.: 4463 

DATE OF QUESTION: 20 OCTOBER 2015 

DATE OF REPLY:  28 OCTOBER 2015 

 

4463. Adv B T Bongo (ANC) to ask the Minister of Justice and 

Correctional Services:  

What (a) progress has there been in enhancing coordination between the 

different anti-corruption agencies and (b) tangible results have been achieved 

due to enhanced coordination of the specified agencies?    NO4463E  

 

REPLY: 

(a) The South African Government, as part of its commitment to ensure the 

implementation of all domestic policies and international obligations 

geared towards the improvement of integrity, good governance and 

combating of corruption, has implemented several measures to enhance 

coordination between the different anti-corruption agencies. This is in line 

with the Government’s Programme of Action (POA) and Medium Term 

Strategic Framework (MTSF) in respect of Outcome 3: “All people in South 

Africa are and feel safe” and Sub-outcome 7: “Corruption in the public and 

private sectors reduced”. 
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Primary amongst the coordination measures is the Anti-Corruption Inter-

Ministerial Committee (ACIMC) which was established in June 2014 with 

a mandate from the President to coordinate and oversee the work of state 

organs and instances aimed at combating corruption in the public and 

private sectors. The immediate priorities of the ACIMC are collectively 

informed by the National Development Plan (NDP), the Medium-Term 

Strategic Framework (MSTF), the National Security Strategy (NSS) and 

the country’s international obligations. In South Africa’s multi-agency 

approach to fighting corruption and maladministration, it is very important 

that the various entities involved in this fight interact with each other and 

co-ordinate their functions. Subsequent to the establishment of the 

ACIMC, government’s approach to combating corruption was 

consequently revised and a “Whole of Government and Societal approach” 

was developed, premised on the creation of a resilient anti-corruption 

system for the country, as envisioned in the NDP and sanctioned for 

delivery through the MTSF. 

The ACIMC is convened and chaired by the Minister for Planning 

Monitoring and Evaluation in the Presidency, and is comprised of the 

Ministers of Justice and Correctional Services, State Security, Police, 

Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs, Public Service and 

Administration, Finance, Home Affairs and Social Development.   

Of importance is that the ACIMC now also guides and monitors the work 

done by the multi-agency Anti-Corruption Task Team (ACTT), which was 

formed in 2010 by the Justice Crime Prevention and Security (JCPS) 

Cluster. The role of the ACTT was initially aimed at fast tracking corruption 

related investigations and prosecution through a multi-disciplinary and 

integrated operational approach. During 2014 the ACIMC expanded the 

ACTT participation and mandate, and concretised the role of the ACTT as 

the central body to give effect to government’s anti-corruption agenda.  

The expanded mandate diversified the strategic and operational scope 

from a focus on investigations towards also improving inter-sectoral 

cooperation, government communication and public awareness, 
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intelligence coordination, integrated policy & strategy development, Public 

Sector capacity development; and more focused interventions in sectors 

vulnerable to corruption. The ACTT meets once a month and reports to the  

ACIMC which meets on a regular basis. 

Government is committed to not only enhance the coordination between 

the different anti-corruption agencies, but also to working with all sectors of 

the South African society to ensure a future built on integrity, while 

protecting the stability of the Republic, the constitutional order and state 

institutions. 

 

(b) Flowing from the work of the ACIMC and the ACTT the following 

achievements and tangible results owing to the enhanced coordination of 

the specified agencies can be noted:  

1) Towards the strengthening of corruption-related legislation and a 

review of the Anti-Corruption Policy Framework, a regulatory-needs 

assessment is currently being conducted by the Department of 

Justice and Constitutional Development; specific legislative 

amendments are also in process relating to the Financial 

Intelligence Centre Act, 2001 (Act No. 38 of 2001); the Prevention 

and Combating of Corrupt Activities Act, 2004 (Act No. 12 of 2004); 

and the Protected Disclosure Act Amendment Bill was published for 

public comment in 2014. 

2) The Local Government Anti-Corruption Strategy has been reviewed 

by the Department of Cooperative Governance in partnership with 

non-governmental stakeholders. 

3) The Department of Public Service and Administration has done 

significant work towards improving integrity management and the 

Public Administration Management Act, 2014 (Act No. 11 of 2014) 

was enacted to assist in this regard. 

4) National Treasury and the Office of the Chief Procurement Officer 

have made significant progress with efforts such as an assessment 
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on Transparency in Public Sector Procurement and the Supply 

Chain Management Review that was published earlier this year. 

5) The JCPS Cluster has prioritised improved integrity within the 

Cluster by focusing on finalising all internal disciplinary cases 

related to corruption, and to convict JCPS personnel for offences 

related to corruption and other criminal acts that undermine the 

effectiveness and efficiency of the criminal justice system. 

6) Towards achieving the targets set in the MTSF 2014–2019 

Outcome 3, Sub-outcome 7 to “Reduce levels of corruption” in the 

public and private sectors as well as amongst government officials, 

the following progress can be noted: 

(a) A total of 203 criminal cases, involving 1065 persons, are 

under investigation and led to 66 convictions (11 

convictions in the 2014/2015 financial year). Investigations 

in 20 cases are underway in terms of possible 

contraventions of the OECD Foreign Bribery Convention. 

(b) Freezing orders to the value of R 144 million was obtained 

by the end of the 1st Quarter of the 2015/16 financial year, 

which contributed to a cumulative total of R3.76 Billion. 

(c) Proceeds of crime and government losses to the value of 

R13.97 million were recovered by the end of the 1st 

Quarter of the 2015/16 financial year, which contributed to 

a cumulative total of R1.68 billion recoveries. 

(d) Proceeds of crime and government losses to the value of 

R17.169 million were recovered from government officials 

by end of the 1st Quarter of the 2015/16 financial year, 

which contributed to a cumulative total of R18.229 million 

recovered from government officials.  

(e) The Asset Forfeiture Unit (AFU) improved its performance 

and performed exceptionally well due to improved 

investigations of high value cases by the Anti-Corruption 

Task Team (ACTT) and increased use of Chapter 6 of the  
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Prevention of Organised Crime Act (POCA) for Civil 

Forfeiture. 

(f) A total of 177 government officials were convicted on 

corruption related offences from the 2014/15 financial year 

to date.  

(g) Proclamations are continuing to be dealt with by the 

Special Investigating Unit (SIU). The SIU also works with 

the anti-corruption capacities in the various state 

institutions to identify potential matters for investigation. 

This is often done by seconding SIU members to such 

entities. The SIU further assists State Institutions by 

providing evidence at the disciplinary hearings flowing 

from SIU institutions. The SIU also has regular interaction 

with the Financial Intelligence Centre (FIC) regarding the 

handling of financial information and “lifestyle audits”. The 

SIU 2014/15 Annual Report indicates that: 

 

i. 171 matters were referred to the NPA for criminal 

prosecution. All these matters were accompanied by 

evidence files containing evidence to prove the 

relevant crimes. 

ii. 3 769 matters were referred to State Institutions for 

disciplinary action. These referrals were accompanied 

by evidence files with evidence to prove the 

misconduct. 

iii. Co-operation with the AFU led to seven final forfeiture 

orders to the value of R 119,5 million.  

iv. Co-operation with the AFU led to one restraint order to 

the value of R 8 million. 

 

7) To contribute to the improvement of perceptions about the country’s 

efforts to combat corruption, South Africa is committed to improve 

its domestic implementation of international treaties and 
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agreements related to combating corruption and foreign bribery. In 

this regard South Africa has ratified and acceded to all prominent 

international anti-corruption conventions and remains an active 

participant in relevant inter-governmental bodies and forums. 

Notably South Africa was one of the original signatories to the 

United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC). Other key 

instruments and agreements include the OECD Convention on 

Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International 

Business Transactions (OECD FBC), the Financial Action Task 

Force (FATF) and the Group of 20 Anti-Corruption Working Group 

(G20 ACWG). South Africa continues to engage with states and 

instances at meetings of these bodies. A BRICS Working Group on 

Anti-Corruption Cooperation was actively promoted by South Africa 

during its BRICS Presidency (in 2013). To assist with a “whole of 

Government” response in engagements with international forums 

and bodies, a NICOC Anti-Corruption Committee (NACC) has been 

established to coordinate input and approaches by departments and 

agencies. In addition, and to improve the domestic implementation 

of international treaties and agreements related to combating 

corruption and foreign bribery,  specific agreement related 

workgroups/ task teams have been put in place (such as the task 

team for OECD FBC and UNCAC) under the auspices of the 

Department of Public Service and Administration.  All relevant 

departments, including the DOJ&CD, are represented on the 

respective Task Teams.  As corruption and foreign bribery issues 

are closely linked, the Task Teams meet together once a month.  

The Task Teams have enhanced cooperation between the different 

departments/institutions and through required feedback it is ensured 

that departments/ agencies attend to work to be undertaken by 

them.         

8) As to international cooperation in mutual legal assistance requests, 

the DOJ&CD has established a specialized unit to ensure the 

speedy processing of such requests.  Furthermore, an official has 
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been appointed to canvass all requests with a view of establishing 

which requests relate to economic crimes, including corruption and 

foreign bribery, and then refer such to a dedicated prosecutor and 

the ACTT for attention. The purpose of the referrals is to establish 

whether local investigations can be instituted and to bring the 

requests under the attention of the SAPS and the Directorate 

Priority Crime Investigation (DPCI) with a view of enhancing the 

execution of requests.  The cooperation between the DOJ&CD, 

NPA, ACTT, SAPS and DPCI has led to the increase of 

investigations from four in 2013, to nineteen in 2015.  Once the 

ACTT informs the DOJ&CD that the requests may be submitted for 

approval, it is speedily referred to the Minister for approval.             

 

 

 

 

 


