
 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

   QUESTION FOR ORAL REPLY  

  PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION NO.: 21 

21. Ms M Smuts (DA) to ask the Minister of Justice and 

ConstitutionalDevelopment: 

(1) Whether the Office for Witness Protection is required to be housed with 

the Department of Justice; if not, what is the position in this regard; if 

so, what is the basis for this requirement; 

(2) whether the Office for Witness Protection will be transferred from the 

National Prosecuting Authority to the Department of Justice before 1 

April 2013; if not, what is the position in this regard; if so, what are the 

relevant details? 

Reply: 

I wish to inform the Honourable Member that the Office for Witness Protection 

performs an invaluable role in the criminal justice system by, amongst others, 

ensuring that witnesses are placed in a safe environment and receive the necessary 

support. Our Office for Witness Protection is recognized internationally as one of the 

global leaders in witness protection and various countries including the Netherlands, 

Germany and the UK have visited South Africa to learn from the South African 

Model. Elements of the South African Model of Witness Protection are also included 

in the Best Practice Guide of the United Nations (UN). And more importantly, for the 

past 10 years this Office has received unqualified audit reports.   

Coming to the question, In terms of section 2 of  the Witness Protection Act, 1998 

(Act No 112 of 1998), the Office for Witness Protection is established within the 

Department of Justice and Constitutional Development, with the Minister of Justice 

and Constitutional Development as the Accountable Minister and the Director-



General of the Department of Justice and Constitutional Development as the 

accounting officer.  

Although the Office for Witness Protection is currently a sub-programme of the NPA 

in the Estimates of the National Expenditure under the Vote 24 of my Department, 

the final reporting and accounting of the Office is the Director- General and the 

Minister for Justice and Constitutional Development.     


