
 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

QUESTION FOR ORAL REPLY  

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION NO.: 17 

Mrs D A Schafer (DA) to ask the Minister of Justice and Constitutional 

Development: 

With reference to the recommendation made by the task team for the reinstitution of the 

sexual offences courts, (a) can he confirm that the courts will be reinstated and (b) what 

(i) plans are in place and (ii) is the timeframe for the reinstatement?    

REPLY:   

Speaker, last week on 28 February, the President of the Republic launched the „Stop 

Rape Campaign‟ spearheaded by the Department of Basic Education and LEADSA at 

Glendale Secondary School in Mitchells Plain. 

The President said, “We have come together to say that these horrendous attacks must 

stop. No woman or child should be beaten, raped, stabbed, shot or attacked in any 

manner anywhere in our country, whether by known or unknown attackers. We know 

that there are also boys and men who have been victims of sexual assaults. This must 

also stop. I trust that you do make time to read and understand the Constitution. The 

Constitution also says that everyone has the right to bodily and psychological integrity 

which includes the right to security in and control over their body. We should respect 

these rights and respect one another at all times.” 

Speaker, we have recently seen an upsurge of reported incidents of rape, sexual 

offences and violence against women and children. It is important to establish whether 

this upsurge reflects an increase in these heinous crimes of reporting thereof. 

Government and our society at large are outraged at these barbaric acts.    



I am therefore pleased to mention that progress has been made regarding the re-

establishment of the Sexual Offences Courts. The details of these courts will be 

announced soon, most probably at the beginning of the 2013/14 financial year. 

The JCPS DGs Cluster is currently developing an integrated program to take forward 

the work of the task teams that were established to look into the establishment of the 

Sexual offences Courts and the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transsexual and Intersex 

Offences Courts and the Family Violence, Child Protection and the Sexual Offences 

Units, and any other intervention initiated by the cluster departments and the judiciary. 

These courts will be established and operate in line with the Revised Sexual Offences 

Court Model.  

It is envisaged that 58 Courts will during the first six months of the new financial year be 

fully functional in terms of the revised Model and we will make further announcements in 

this regard in the near future.      

Speaker, allow me to remind Members that March is a Human Rights Month, we 

therefore urge all members to carry the President‟s message to all corners of our 

country, and to mobilise their constituencies against the scourge of sexual and gender-

based violence. 

 


