
CENTRAL AUTHORITY FOR THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA & KSG v LG 

The application related to the return of a boy born on 15 October 2007 to the jurisdiction of the 

Central Authority of England and Wales. The second applicant is the father of the child concerned in 

this matter and is resident in the United Kingdom. The respondent is the mother of the child and 

wife to the second applicant. The applicants contend that the child was wrongfully removed from his 

habitual residence and is being retained in South Africa by his mother. This is denied by the mother. 

From the facts it was clear that the parents had frequent heated arguments, and that the mother 

had frequently travelled with the child to South Africa for extended periods. They agreed that 

divorce proceedings would be instituted in South Africa. This application was initiated only a day 

after the father has spoken to the respondent’s attorney confirming the terms of the divorce.  

The application for the return of the child to the jurisdiction of the Central Authority of England and 

Wales is dismissed. On the facts the court was satisfied that the minor will be exposed to grave risk 

of harm if he were to be returned.  

The court has taken into account the fact that the father was previously prepared and in fact has 

agreed to stay away for at least six (6) months without seeing his young child, and that he in the first 

place consented to the child being removed by the respondent. The father has never cared for the 

minor child, nor has he an emotional bond with the child. The father also does not have a support 

system to enable him to care for the minor child. He refused all along to contribute financially to the 

child’s maintenance needs. The court found that the father does not portray the best interests of 

this child at heart, and the child will be exposed to grave risk of harm if he were to be returned to 

the father, and therefore the application was dismissed.    


